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& Have returned you Dr. Owtexs Books, 

and with them my moſt humble 

ſervice and thanks, for the kind- 

neſs you intended me in commend- 

1ng them to my peruſal. I cannot 

ſay that I have read them with that 

' care and diligence, as I do other 
Authors, eſpecially thoſe Treatiſes which you call 
his Preetical Divinity. His Controverſial Pieces 1 
have beſtowed more hours on; and upon your com- 
mendation have not been ſo neglective of the other 
fort, bur that I am able to obey your commands, in 
eiving you 'my impartial thoughts concerning them. 
This I will preſume to fay of themin general, in the 
words of a very holy as well as learncd perſon:: «Thar 
the Dodfor dawibs with Scripture as Chymiſts do with 
«natural Bodies, torturing them ro extraCtrhar out of 
« them, which God and natute never put in them. 
« For when the Scripture docs not fir it ſelf ro the ob- 
«Jiquity of his daring and bold conceits, he makes his 
© notions and conceirs fit themſclycs to the ſtraightneſs 


«of that Rule. He faGiouſly contends to faſten his 
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© conccits upon God, and like the Harlot in the Book: 
« of Kings takes his dead and. purified fancies, and lays . 
« them in the boſome of Scripture as of a Mother. 
« This that great. Scholar aftirms to be a wreſting of . 
« Scripture unto a mans own deſtruction. | 
And. that; your. Soul may not be endangered by }. 
having bis Books as well as his perſon too much in ad- 
mirarion, is one great end of my preſent writing. I. 
ſhall begin, with a paſlage in that Book, which you 
were. pleaſed once ro magnihe ar taat rate, as thar . 
which did not only declare the Dodor to be a good .' 
man and.a good Chriſtian, but was able to make 0- 
thers ſo too. This High Excommm made me reſolve - 
that ir ſhould receive its firſt diſpatch by a moſt ſerious 

cruſal and meditation... When I firſt opened the - 
Book I found the Title lofty and glorious, being in no , 
leſs promiſing words than thele, 


Of Communion with God the Father, Son, and toly 
Ghoſt, each Perſon diſtinitly in Love, Grace and - 
Conſolation. 


' The reading of which words did eyen raviſh , as - 
well as amazo my mind. , I had no other conceit, bur - 
that even while I was in this ftare of frailry and morta- _ 
lity,. I ſhould with St. Pawl have been wrap? up. into the - 
third Heaven, and have been made an '"tayaG@» in 
this lite, before I came to be. an affociate with thoſe - 
bleſſed ſpirits in the nexr.Bur when I had read ſome few 
Pages in the Book, I found that forecited obſervation 
of, Mr. Hales verifyed,, and then I was not ſo much 
exaircd above meaſhre ay before. Hoyeves the venc- 
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(3) 
. * ration T had for your judgment, eticouraged me to 
make ſome farther progreſs, till I was thrown into a 
- quite contrary extream. ' For my Spirits became cool 
and chill , notwithſtanding the preceeding ferment, 
as they will do unavoidably, when a ſudden unexpe- 
&ed diſappointment dethrones * confident hopes and 
highimaginations. In ſhort, The Title of the Book 
was like th: boaſts of a Coyard, or thc braggs of a 
Mountebank ; I found neither notion of Learning to 
incrcale knowledge in my mind, nor Rule of piety 
to advance virtue in my life : So that the whole time 
I ſpent in- peruſing of that Book , I ſeemed like rhe 
Prodigal in a far Country, feeding only upon Husks 
and Maſt, food only fitted .for the pallate of an im- 
pure grunting Sectary. I was uſcd ro more wholc- 
{ome and Man-like meats, I mean Authors that 
would make me a good Scholar, and a perfc& entire 
Chriſtian. - And I will nor fear to tell you, rhat that 
Tract yill efte& neither, in me or any other per- 
fon. | | 
For though he undertakes to inform his Reader of 
thoſe things required of Believers to hold Communion 
with God: Yer Ide not find that in any one Page he 
-inſiſts upon any one moral duty of the ſecond Table, 
as if piety had cancelled honeſty, or the Almighty 
who promiſes to dwell only in an humble contrite 
heart, would youchſafe Communion with a proud God-. 
ly Knave. All Dr. Oners buſineſs is in this as well as 
his other writings to poſſeſs his Reader with ſtrong 
'Raptures and Fits of Inſpiration, by raiſing Scruplcs 
and doubts, by talking of the perſonal ind vellings of 
* the Spirit , of the Saints Eſpouſals unto Chriſt, of Commu- 
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nion With the Whole Trinity, ec. By -which means T: 
doubt not but he obtains that end, which Crom we:b 
deſigned, when he put-him- and -his Bruther N:ze-Caps 
to be Lecturers at St, HMarzes in Oxon, viz. To make 
well-meaning bur leſs knowing Chriſtians, giddy un- 
ſerled - Enthnſzaſts, that ſhould have alwayes their 
rorgues tipped with piety, and nothing viſible in their 
looks but mortiftcation of their own {1tns, and.ſorrow 
for the fins. of the nation : And lo at laſt they ſhould 
come to be-a pack of coycrous, conceited, whining 
and ſclt-ſeeking hypocrites, who are as great Rebels 
ro God in the ſubſtantials of Chriſtianity, as ever they 
were to their King in their Loyalty.and ,/Uegrarce. 
Thele arc Sir, the - general apprehenſions that I 
have of Dr. Owers practical Divinity , which ſhouid 
have lodged in my own Breaſt, did not I conceive 
ſome hopes that this paper mighr conduce to the re- 
cifying and redeeming of your erroneous and.cnthral- 
led Judgment. | 
Torender my ſelt able to effet which, I rook tha 
Book a-ſecond time ro my peruſal; and art laſt I m-r 
with ſuch a paſlage in ir., thar for: falſhood, ſedition, 
uncharitableneſs, impudence and pride. may be parai- 
lel'd with any Sentence, that ever drop'd from the pen 
or tongue of rhe moſt deſperate harc-brain'd Settary. 
You'l find the words in.page. 170. and 171: Where 
-ſpeaking of Communion with Jeſus Chriſt the Sou, aud 
how Believers will labour to keep their. Souls chaſ?- unco 
him in his. Ordinances , Inſtitutions and worſhip : Alter 
he had cited thoſe uſually peryerted:Texts of Scripriore 
againſt rhe Liturgy of the-Church ( who hath required 
zhefe things at your. hands, In vain de you. norſhip 70 
CE | #eaching 
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teaching for Dottrints the Traditions of men; The later 
of which I preſume you now underſtand the meaning 
of, having peruſed that excellent Sermon of that brave 
Man Biſhop Saunderſon) he pours forth all the: venom 
of his black Soul and poyſoned pen in theſe words. 

< ] ſhall rake leave to ſay whar is upon my heart, 
© and whar (the Lord aſliſting ) I ſhall willingly cndea- 
*your to make good againſt all the world; namely, 
© that that principle that the Church has power to in- 
«ſtitute and appoint any thing or:ceremony belonging 
* to the worſhip: of God, either as to matter or to man- 
<ner, beyond the orderly obſervance of ſuch circum- 
« ſtances as neceſlarily ſuch ordinances as Chriſt him- 
« ſelf has inſtituted, lyes at the bottom of all the hor- 
« rible ſuperſtition and idolatry, of all the confuſion, 
© blood, perſecution and wars, that have for ſo long a. 
« ſeaſon ſpread themſelves over the face of the Chri- 
<ſtian world; andthar ir is the defign of a great part 
© of the Revelation to make a diſcovery of this Trurh. 
* And I doubr nor but the great - controverſy which 


.- God has had with this Nation for ſo many years, 


<and which he has purfued with ſo much Anger and 
< Indignation, was upon this account, that contrary 
«r0 that glorious light of the Goſpel, which fhone a- 
<mong us, the wills and fancies of men, under the 
< name of order decency and authority of the Church 
<(4 Chimzra thar none kney what it-was, nor where- 
<jin the power of ir did conſiſt, nor in whom reſide ) 
«were impoſed on men in the wayes and worſhip of 
© God. Neither was all that pretence of Glory, Beau- 


' *ry, Comlineſs and Conformity, that then was plcad- 
*ed, any-thing more or Jefs,- than what-God- does id 


deſcribe 


(6) 
* © deſcribe in the Church of Iſracl, Ezek. 16. 55. arid 
"© forwards. Hence was the Spirit of God in prayer 
« derided ; hence was the poyerful preaching of the 
« Goſpel deipiled ; hence was the Sabbath decrycd ; 
« hence was holineſs ſtigmatized and perſecuted ; To 
© what end? Thar Jclus Chriſt might be depoſed from 
*the Sole priviledge and power of. Law-making in his 
* Church ; that the true husband might be thruſt a- 
* «fide, and adultercrs of this Spouſe embraced; that 
« Task-maſters might be appointed in and ovyer his 
© houſe, which he neyer gave -unto his Church, Zp. 
*© 4.12. Thar a-ceremonious , ' pompous , ourward 
' © ſhew of worſhip drawn from Pagan, Judaical, Anti- 
' © chriſtian Obſervations might be introduced; of all 
-<which there is not one word, tittle or Iota in the 
© whole Book of God : This then they who hold 
- < Communion with Chriſt are careful of, - they will 
*£admir of nothing , ' praGiſe: nothing in the worſhi 
of God, private or publick, butwhar they have his 
warrant for: Unleſs it comes in his name, with thus 
< ſaith the Lord Jeſus, they will not hear an Angel 
« from Heaven. They know that the Apoſtles them- 
« ſelves were toteach the Saints only what Chriſt com- 
< manded them Mar. 28. 20. You know how man 
*in this Nation in the daycs nor long ſince. paſſed . 
< yea how many thouſands left their: Native ſoil, and 
« went into a vaſt and howling wilderneſs in the urmoſt 
© parts of the world, to keep their Souls undefiled and 
« Chaſt to their dear Lord Jefus, as to this of his wor- 
+ ſhip and inſticrutions. 
Sir, Reading and muſing upon theſe words made 
che Fire burn in me: And I cannot. perſwade my felt 


that 
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that ever you would haye beenſo laviſh in beſtowing . 
ſuch high E-cominms upon: that Book, had you mer 
with this paſlage in it, or art leaſt read it with that ſe- 
rious intention of mind, as to hayc weighedit in the 
ballance of a ſober reaſon. . For the words are like the 
Trojan Horle, that carry arms and armed men in tha 
belly of them. And ſurely no perſon, bur one of a 
debaucht conſcience, of aloſt modeſty, and a heart 
as uncharitable as ever malice lodged, would have 
permitted ſuch expreſſions. ro have. dropt from his 
Pen. | 

The truth of what I fay will appear, if you conſi- 
der that Dr. Owez by this one Bo. of his Book , 


docs not only make all the Regular Clergy of our 
Church, bur the .whole Body: of our conformable 
Laity, viz. Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, nay His 
Majcſty himſelt to be a pack of formal rotten Repro- 


bares, Children of: whoredomes ,: i. e.. thoſe that do not - 
keep their hearts chaſt to their dear Lord Jeſis as to his - 
wor ſhip apa inſtitutions. For he quotes the Prophet , 
Ezekzel, and tells us 24a? the Glory, Beauty, Comlineſs, 
and Conformity pleaded for by our Church, is juſt the 
ſame, neither more nor leſs than What God: does ſo de- 
ns) in the Church of I/#ael, Ezekiel 16. 25. and for- 
war as. 

In which Scripture, the deſtgn of the Prophet in 
a large diſcourſe, is to diſcoyer thoſe monſtrous - 
whoredoms, or ſpiritual impurities of Idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition that then abounded in the Jenz/; Church. 
And the Dodors application of this to the Church of 
Enzland amounts to this, that this whole Nation (ex- 
cept thoſe that left rheir nrtive Soil and nent into a how- 
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tize wilderneſs, viz. Frankford, Amfterdans and New- 
Enzland ) ſet up Monuments of Idolatry in every cor- 
ner of the Land, raade the Beauty of the Chriſtian 
Holineſs to be abhorrcd, and were fo wantonly wick- 
cd as to proſtitute it ro the contempr and derition of 
the baſett and vileſt of Heathens, corrupting it not 
only with Romzz/h and Antichriſizan, but Tudaical and 
Pagau Obſervations : And finally that the King and 
1-11, Fis great Councel of Parliament (like an mmperious 

x He tells : > oj 
Otiverand Whorilh Woman) made their * Luſts their Laws, fet- 
his ay ling revenues upon the EFzxzlz/þ Church, that Chriſt 
eating might be depoſed from the priviledge and Power of 
Gd verein Law-making; That CAanirerers of Chriſts Sponſe, i. e. 
h wy 45-4 Kings and Biſhops, »i2h7 be embraced, and Taskhmaſters 
maſters, ſame i. E. a- regular Prieſthood mig? be appornted over his 
in priſons,lome poyſe, This is the plain engliſh of that Prophecy , 


baniſhed to the ; | 
wry a and much of ir paraphraſed in Dr. 0 ens own words. 


earth, while Do bur be at the pains to'read v. 25. and fornards, and 
iniquity an 


fur irflicien YOu Wl find my expoſition of the prophecy not only 
—_ eflablifo, trUC and genuine, bur ſor candid 'and modeſt, that ir 


__ — falls far ſhort of the deſcription of that IdoJatry which 


impriſencd are Ezekiel lays to the charge of- the Jewiſh, and Dr. Oxcr 


fet at liberty, lys to the: Exalihh Church. 
the baniſhed TE") ol, ſh lt 


are recalled. Neither is: the Doors charity greater for our de- 
O yemeſſen- ceaſed Anceſtors, than ir is for us of the preſent Ape : 
re ove "2% For not to dilate upon Our CAMartyr a K 12, w hoſe (1f- 
» that which ferings and Death were in great part occaſioned by 


Le Lord hach reaſon of that zeal and courage which he exerted in 


—_— work The defence of the Erg/iih Church and Liturgy, I 
infounding ſhall mention our firſt Reftormers, who ſtood up for 

þ-4 nm decency and order in Gods worſhip, and who ſeal- 
£535, cd the truth ofthe Z//argy with their blood ; all theſe 


| perſons 


I. 
perſons are rendered by Dr. Oxez guilty of Idolatty and 
Superſtition : and fo their Souls muſt unavoidably fry 
now in the flames of Hell, eyen as their Bodies in 
the dayes of Ducen HMary did fry at Stakes. For none 
of them kep? their Souls cf aft unto their dear Lord Peſus. 
And then what becomes of thoſe great Volumes of 
Mr. Fox: Thoſe according to this good mans princi- 
ples ought to be ſtiled- rather Books of Impoſtors and 
Idolators, -than of Agartyrs and Confeflors of the 
truch. I appeal to any one but a Sectary, whether 
Dr. Owex has not given more advantage to our Romiſh 
Adyverſarics to blaſpheme our Reformation by this 
own paſlage of his pen, then any appearance he-has 
yer made, for its defence will credit ir againſt that 
empty brazen-fac'd Author of Fiat Lux. a 
Bur ris likely that Dr. Opez having ſuch intimate 
Communion with God, knew the Councells of Heaven, 
as perfeQly as he did thoſe of his great Maſter 0/zver 
Cromnell, and having the Indeelling of the Spirit, had 
'revealed to him how filthy and execrable the Service | 
of the Exz/;þ Church was in the Eye of the Almighty. 
And I believe he reccived that information of that 
Heatheniſh thing the - Common-Prayer , after the ſame 
manner that he or-his Brother Chaplains had revealed 
ro them the prolongation of 0/zvers life. For thoſe 
Saints having had Communion with God for that pur- 
poſe, after long wreſtling, they ar laſt received this 
anſwer from Hcaven, viz. That his Highneſs ſhould 
not then dye, for God had a greater. work yer for 
him ro do in the world, than any he had been engaged 
in before. Some ſay, that they rold him-punCtually 
his appointed time upon carth, the leaſe of his life 
TY | Ho being 
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being extended thirty years, juſt as long again as was - 
granted by God ro good, Hezekiah., But however this. 


1s certain from *:Dr. Bates, that when. all the Phyſi- 
tians of his Body told .him he ſhould dye, theſe Em- 


pericks of his Soul made him confident he ſhould live. 


By which means they were as great Inſtruments for 
the. damning of his Highreſ7, as. ever any of them 
had been for the Murthering of a Cavelier.. For the 


Wretch was as certain of his. life as ever he was of a. 
victory, being ſo far from repenting of his .paſt villa- . 
nics , that all his thoughts were buſted ro at new - 


ONCSs. 


But I diſmiſs this ſtory, becaule it is. notorious , 


and will for once make this challenge to the Dotor 


and his whole 7r:be. of Independency.. Let any of them . 
produce any one inſtancein which our Zzg/zþ Church - 


is defective, as to any one neceſlary point. of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, or does. abound in any.one Article 


that tends either formally or conſequenrially to raiſe - 
up or weaken its foundation, and I will enchange_ 
my Caſlock for a Gray Cloak, * make a I aylors mea- - 


ſure of.the Orders I received from the Biſhop, pre- 


rend to write Books againſt the Papitits, burin * them 


reflet : upon the Authority of the King as to his 


power in matters of Religion, and the order of Epiſ- | 


copacy as to its honour and Antiquity in the Church. 


I know. no reaſon bur. the Church of Zp/and ſhould 
be as. confident of the Truth and :Rectitude of irs 


own way in Worſhipping the great God, as the A- 


Fave DotFar, can be of his.. For we have nothing - 


ur. bare words firſt Mouthed forth in a Pulpit and 
then vomiged through a Pen to proye his challenge, 


you.. 


(11) 
' you haye the praQice of good men, and the arpn- 
ments'of their Books unanſwered and unanſyycrable tt 
prove mine. — | 

And therefore, pray Sir, examine your Reaſon , 
and conilider, whether a pious honeſt hearted Chriſti. 
an, who 1s loyal to his King, and obedient to the 
reſt of his Superiours and uſes' the Common: Prayer, be 
not as Capable of Communion with God, as that per- 
fon who yomits out his Prayers to his Maker, "ſt as 
a Fool does ſecrets to his Neighbour 3; who blaſ- 
phemes God with bold and-ſenſcleſs eftuſions ; who 
Libels Aurhority with ſeditious lyes; who praiſes God 
tor ſhedding the blood of Chriſtian Kings, and their 
Loyal Subjects. In one word, who is guilty of rcite- 
- rated perjuries 'againſt that God , whom he -con- 
fidently affirms to be the Infpirer-of all his pray- 
CIS. 

You have a'very treacherous metnory , 'if you 
have ler ſlip the particulars contained in the firſt parc 
'of the charge : And if you diſtruſt the laſt words of 
it, Icould for your conviction name the man , who 
took an Oath ro obſerye- the ſtarures and maintain the 
.priviledges of the Univerſity of Oxford as he was a 
Scholar : Who-ſwore Allegiance and Fidelity to his 
:King, his Heirs and Lawtful Succeflors as he was a * zz cell:3e 
Subject , who ſwore Canonical Obedience to his Biſhop Ov: Cove- 
as he was a Presbyrer , and had a throat wide enough Drſes/. «bois 
to ſwallow down the Solemn * League and: Covenant , Ch. Govern, 
and after all thefe rhe Engagement ; and yet this very 1,75... 
-perſon played at Bo-peep wirh the dreadful name of preachedbe= _ 
'God in his moſt ſolemn appeals unto him ; and not- ado gpo 
'withftandipg his prercaded - of conſcience gs, 

whe ag | 5 fn 
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* This was 
ſaid about the 


year, 1G5S$» 


C12) 


in obeying: of the Kings Laws, and conforming, ts. 


the conſtitutions of the Eng/z/h Church, had for all, 
that a conſcience ſo ſturdy, as to break all the fore- 
mentioned Oaths with no mo:ec regret, than Sampſor 


*did his Y/ 7ths. 


For 1. As for the Univerſity-Oath , he was . 
audacious as not only to omit thoſe Habits and For- 
malitits, by which perſons. of diſtin qualities and, 
degrees, were to be diſtinguithed in thac School of. 
Learning; but did brow-beat every one, who had fo 
much.ot Manly courage as to appear in their defence. 
Such an one had the Mark of Antichriſt, and was 
ro be ſingled our as the next victime to be ſacrificed. 
ro that HMoloch of Prozeftorſhip, and ſome ſanttifyed 
Dunce of the ſame Colledge muſt be imployed ro 
article againſt that perſon, Wirneſs thoſe who ap- 
peared againſt Dr. YFilkins now Bilhop-of Cheſter , 


and Dr. Greenwood then principal of Brazen-XWoſe 


Colledge: Andall their crime was, that they endca 
voured to prelerye the face of an Univerſity. Nay 
{o unpardonably bold was this Gentleman before the 
perſon laſt mentioned, and Dr. JYalls now Mathe- 
matick profeſſor, as to declare, that he hoped * c're 
long ic would be as ridiculous ro ſce a Doctor cloath- 
ed in Scarlet , as a red Liſt tyed at a Dogs I ail, 
And affairs were come to that paſs, that Caps and 
Hoods were as formidable in Oxford, as Sirplices and 
Lawn-Sleceves : And it was reckoned to be a more 
infallible ſign of Grace to hate Formalities, than to 
lowe the Brotherhood, IT could name a Godly Dunce 
of T homes. Good wins Church who made it a ſcruple of 
conſcience ro take his degree of Maſter ot Arts, be- 

BRL EPL OT cauſe 
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cauſe. he was to appear for jt in that Popiſh. Anti- 

chriſtian habit of Cap and Hood. Nay, Gowns 

were. Metamorpholing into Cloaks, had not this Dz- - 

ator perperurs been decently remoyed from his Yice- 

chancellour ſhip. 

And as for the Priviledges and Immunitics of the. 

Univerſity, I would challenge Mr. Priz, if he were. 

now. alive, to produce any one inſtance of a Record 

ſince King CAalured, in which Oxford-Scholars yere. 

compelled to bear Arms for ( much leſs againſt) their. 

King. And yer when thoſe Loyal Gentlemen of the. 

V/eft, made an attempt to redeem their Native Soil 

from the bondage of their Cromwellian Taskmaſters , 

how did this Cromvellian Dottor, rather like a Major 

General than Picechaxcellor , carry God in his: Scab- 

bard, and Religion ar his Swords point ? How did 

he make his Bedels exchange their {taves for fighting- 

irons? How did he turn his Gown.into a Cloak (thar 

holy beloved habir ) and yaunt it with white Powder 

in his Hair, and black in. his Pocket, threatning eye- 
 ry-one with diſafte&tion to the Government, who 

would nor joyn with him in his deſign : And fo he »« 7k 14bou;:- 

rode up and down like a ſpiritual Abeddoz, breathing ing Szins: dij- 

our nothing againſt thoſe brave. Souls: bur rage and oy > aliens 
fury , {laughter and blood.. Bur there is no doubt preached as 
but even in this action he retained his Communiser my mow 
Ti-h God : hear his own words elle. * As mach Agro. v1 
faith and prayer, as much Communion with God, Walk- Henry Lec torr 
ing before him and wreſtling with him , nay hc uſed in e434 wad 
caſting do an of Armies, as raiſms up of Churches. Feb.6th.16 51, 

I could tcl] you that it is againſt the Canons of _ Suga BD 

ſome general Councils that Clergy-men ſhould wear jas,:;, "y 
| ; | Swords, | 


(14) 
Swords, and if they did they ſhould be degradeds 
but the Door had done that himſelf, and had re- 
 . ceived a new Commiſhon from '0l7ver in his journey 
Fs with-him to SceZland ro carry * Gladinm Ferri as well 
diflinftian. as Gladium Verbs. For at this time he was for preach- 
ing and praying againſt the Royal Family in St. 
Maries Pulpit, and fighring againſt it in Oxford- 
Freets, herein imitaring his elder Brethren, the Scor- 
tiſþ Saints, who tutored him in this leflon; *Thar al- 
though ic was Gods will that Chriſtianity -ar -farft 
ſhould be planted by the paricnce and ſuffering of irs 
- profeflors, yer being now paſt doubt, it ought- to 
. be defended by aCtion, 7z. e. reſiſting of Tyrants unto 
blood. Burt when thoſe: Gentlemen were ſuppreſſed, 
this Captain -again turned Doctor; and for O/zvers 
 faying unto him, Zuge bore ſerve : -He repaid him 
in Scripture-phraſe, and humbly told him, :7 have 
fought a good fight. 'T never heard that the Do#tors 
Zeal was ſo hot, when the French and Dutch were 

like ro invade us the laſt War. 
This inſtance proyes how well he obſeryed the 
Oath of Allegiance. Bar I ſhall preſent you with 
- others drawn both from his ations and writings. 
Whar he did before- the Kings death appears from 
His printed Sermons, in which he was alwayes a 
Trumper to ſound an Alarum ro Sedition and Re- 
+ AVifim Þbellion. In one Sermon he makes King Charles the 
of unchange- f77/} Eſau, and the Long Parliament Jacob or 1/rael , 
un 47 lg that tryed his ſtrength with God and ſo to prevail. 
Fore the Com- * The ſtrength of Gods Jacobs in this Kinedom had nat 
"_ of 29. been known, if the Eſaw's had not come acainſt them. 
.pag.,ry., -In the fame he intimates to them, that the War ha 
- UNCET= 
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endertaken * for reforming the wor ſhip of God, and »y. iq; 
ſetling the almoſt departing Goſpel. A little before the | 
Dearh of that Holy Prince, he does not only foretel 

it, but in rhe ſame breath pray for it. Theſe are his 

own words, * Y/hen God intends the toral deſtruttion * Eben-Ezers 
of a people, he commonly weakens them by ſome precious — ihe lbos= 
Judgments .. Let the truth of this be t ound upon them rance of Eſſex - 


that hate ts, and the interpretation thereof to the ene- <vY wg 


mys of this Nation. And when theſe deſires of his Seeds 


Soul were accompliſhed , does he in the leaſt bluſh Swrender of 
for the ſhedding of that Sacred Blood, ro prevent = 
which he ought in duty to have fpilt bis own? As | 
for the death of Irefoz, he tells the. Honorable Colonel - 
Henry Cromwell, that the Funeral Sermon Preached 
at that Solemnity by him; Þ was por as ſad an occa- | Epift. De: 
fron , as on any particular account, has been given ta this yes beſers 5hy * 
Nution in this our Generation. Bur the Kin gs Death , Seines Giſele ; 
he. applauds and juſtifys ; he beſtowes Panegyricks 10 Reſt 
upon thoſe filrhy Regicides thar did ir, and animates 
them to proceed on in the. Path of Blood.: - And this 
he did the very day after: the Murther of that Righ- 
reous. Prince, . when his. very Enemics ( Judu-like ) + 
began to be agaſht't and repent at a fa&t fo horrid : 
and. execrable, and would fain with the whore in - 
the Proverbs have wiped their Mouths, and faid, . 
what. haye we done? But the Dodor had a more 
Brawny- Conſcience and Frontleſs Fore-head than to » 
be ſcared at ſuch Bug-bears. And therefore upon iO 
Ian. 31, 1648.. he F preaches before the Honorable Houſe | Fir Tevtr 
of Commons : Dedicates his Sermon to them with a 4 - Yi 
long Epiſtle, in which he calls them zhe 7nſtruments 
of Gods glory in this Generation : Tells them, 7hat 

ET: God . 
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God called 'therz forth to the rouling up the Nations like 

a ſcroll, and to ſerve him in their Generation in the 

high places of A1magedden., The Royal party he 

Of this makes to be the devoted Sons of Þ Babel: And ſayes, 
King jadta eft alea, the providence of God muſt be ſerved, ac- 
cording to the diſcovery maac of his own unchangeable will. 

And he has a Tcxr of Scripture for it; For verily the 

Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed to pollute the. pride. of all 

Glory, and to bring into contempt all the Honorable of 

the Earth. 11. 23- 9. He farther tells the Rumpers , 

that his deſign in Preaching was to ſupport their Spirits 
azainſt the contradiction of ſinners : That his Sctmon 

is but an entrance into the unravelling of the whole 

FYeb of iniquity, interwoven of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 

Tyranny , in oppoſition to the Kingdom of the Lord TJe- 

ſus : Laſtly, He prayes for their unconquerable aſſiſtance 


zn conſtant perſeverance, .and reſts their devoted Servant 
in our deareſt Lord 


Joun Owen. 


—_— 


a____— 
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Hs thus complemented theſe Saints in the 
Epiſtle , in his Sermon he informs them thar 
their work was not yct done. There were {ns of the 
King to be recompenced upon the people. The people had 
a concurrence and influence of power in the Kings Rule 
and Government. They that ſet up a King may. be juſtly 
called ro anſwer for his miſcarriage. And again he 
more fully explains himſelf in the ſame page, YYher 
Kings command unrightcous things, and people ſuit thens 
wW2!l alling complyance, none doubts but the acer ueiion 
of them both is juſt and righreous © 


—  —  — —_— 
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And becauſc he knew: how the hearts of the 
whole Nation were not only filled yith ſorrow for 
'the Kings -Death., but Indignation and Revenge a- 
gainſt thoſe that bathed their hands in' His Blood , 
he tells rhe Regicides, that fach a'thing is nor ro be 
much wondred at : «For Inſtruments of' Gods great- 
<eſt works and -Glory-are oftentimes the Objeas: of 
© profeling peoples curſes and reyvenges. Men thar 
< under God deliver a Kingdom, may have rhe King- 
« doms curſes for-their pains. A'man ray have the 
< bleſſing of God, and the curſe of a profeſiing peo- 
ple at the ſame time. If you do the work of the 
'*.Lord, pray think ir nor ſtrange, if 'among Men 
« curſes- be your reward, -and deteſtation your wa- 
eoeS, 

, Some of -thoſe 'King-Killers debated, whether 

they ſhould-ſer up the Duke of Glocefter in his Fa- __ 
thers throne ; bur the DodZor intimates, That this was ®''% 

#0 let go the nork of God in this Generation, And af- 

rerwards , Providence bas ſo ſhut up all * other wayes , gc, 
that it is impoſſible God ſhould be in them. of « Common- 

There 45 no doubrt-bur there were many well. Pi. 
meaning perſons , who ar firſt rook up Arms againſt . E 
the King, bur laid them down when ir was roo late. 
And this Gentleman is very earneſt with thoſe Blood- 
hounds to purſue theſe alſo. <©If the Lord curſe 
©them,, who come-'nor forth to his help againſt the 
< Mighty, what is their duc, who being called forth 
<by him, do yethelp the Mighty againſt him. For 
<a Man to take part with the Kingdoms Encmy is 
© no ſmall crime; Bur-for a Commiſſion: Officer to 
<.run from them, by whom he -is Commiſſionared , 
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 *ro- take part with the adycrfary,, is death withour: 
mercy : Yet haye not ſome in our dayes arrived at. 
*thar ſtupendious impudence,, that when as private 
« perſons, they. have. declaimed' agamft: rhe Encmiecs-. 
«of the. Nation, and by that means they gor thera- 
« ſelves into Authority , they have made uſe of thar- 
<Authority, ro comply with, and uphold thoſe , by: 
an oppoſition to whom,. they got into their Aurho- 
rity ? Which.is no leſs than an Arheiſtical atrempr: 
« to perſonare the Almighty: unto fuch iniquirics, as 
.without his appcarance they dare nor own.. 

And that Over and the-reſt: of his Brethren . 
might want no-encouragements-in that. difticulr ſea- 
fon, he-tells them, how God, Truth and Fidelity, . 
his Hozor and Glory is engaged. that they. ſhall nor 
miſcarry. When he. comes to cnlarge upon the laſt, 
he has theſe words. ©In-fuch a Nation as this, if 
«rhe Lord now. upon. manifold Proyocartions ſhould- 
* give up Parhament people, Army to calamity.and 
© ruine.,. would not the - glory of- former Councels,. 
« ſucceſles , deliverances be utterly loſt 2 Would nor. 
© men ſay, Ir was not the Lord, but chance. that hap- 
. *pened.to them ?: | * 

And becauſc he knew that gaſping Loyalry would - 
be ever - and anon endeavouring to recover its - 
ſtrengrh-and Spirits, . therefore ro animare.thoſe mon- 
ſters..of cruelty and-Blood- againſt ſuch oppolſitions , 
he preſents them with - this Gbdrntion more from - 
the Text : - * God ofrentimes-gives-up:a ſinful people 
<ro a fruitleſs contention and. fighting with their only. 
« ſupporters- and: means: of deliverance.. Had nor 
* ( layes-he.in-the following Page) the people of his. 

ns C and * 
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<land been given up (many of them) to fight againſt 
'©the deliverers of the Nation, and were it not fo 
< with them art this time, -how dark would have been 
'< the workings of Providence, which now by wreſt- 
*ling through all oppoſition are ſo- conſpicuous and 
'© clear. | 

And that he had as implacable an enmity againſt 
:King Charles the Sccond as againſt King Charles the 
Firf? , is apparent if you will believe Dr. Oven him- 
ſelf. -For he does not only at Trerons Funeral call him 
a Tyrant, ſaying, There tyrants pretend no more title 
- #0 their Kingdom; Rebells lye not in wait for their blood, 
but he makes him a wicked and vile miſcreant, one 
that had caſt off the Yoak of all moral and natural 
Laws : For ſo thoſe who were men of Belial, did, 
'ro one of which the Doctor compared our -preſerir 
Soveraign, 72. to Sheba the Son of Bichyi mentioned 
'2 Sams. 20.1. 'Thcſc are his own words to the Parlia- 
ment, Octob. 13.1652. © When you thought to have 
'« purſued Sheba'the Son of Bichre, the:man of your 
6 Fr warfare, bchold-one eAbel after -another, un- 
'<dertakes the quarrel againſt you: Yea 'fuch Hbels as 
< Scorland and Hollawd, of whom we ſaid inold times, 
"'< we will enquire of them and'ſo ended the marter : 
'« and there is Not a wiſe. man nor woman among 
"© chem that can diſſwade them : Strange that Zphrare 
© ſhould joyn with $y7/a ro vex J#dh their Brother : 
© Thar the Xetherlands, whole beingis founded mcer- 
«ly upon the intereſt you hays; podertaken, ſhould 
© joyn with the great Anti-chriſtian intereſt, which 
'© cannot poſhbly be {ct up agaip, without their incvi- 
'*rable- Ruine, - © ES. to, 
SS Y DD» . If 
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If 'rheſe inſtances do nor declare his hatred againſt 
his- preſent Majefty , . pray-read over his Thanksgi- 
ving Sermon preached 0g. 24. 165r. for the Vittory 
obtained againſt-him at: YYorceſter : In-which he em- 
ptyed-out.as much - Freaſon as- ever lodged'irr. the 
heart of any Clement? or Rawillacks, I am wearied:. 
with raking in theſe Dunghills, and therefore I will 
our Pans you with his Text. 'Iis Eek. 17. 24. 
And all the Trees of the Field ſhall know that I the 
Lord have brought down the hich Tree, have exalted 
the low Tree, have dryed up the green Tree, and have - 
made the dry Tree to flouriſh : I the Lord have ſpokes 
end have done it. Let it ſuffice you to conſider, that 
this Mufts was at one or-both ends of all O/zver 
Cromwells moſt conſiderable Counſels, by which nor 
only his preſent Majeſty was kepr from his undoubr- 
cd Rights, bur all thoſe Noble Royaliſts, who ar any . 
tinc appeared -irr his Cauſe , or were bur ſuſpeted 
ro endeavour. his Reftauration , hag the Earth yearly . 
polluted with their blood. CRT, | 

His Oath of Canonical Obedience> was obſerved : 
with the -ſame reverence and regard as. that of CM. 
Eeiance, For he-cndeavourcd to lay that facred or- . 
der level 'with the duſt, which was ſect up in the - 
Ghriſtian Church 1600.-years before ever ludependen- 
'£y. Was heard of. «We - again in -our- daycs have - 
'©made-a-forfeiture- of the - purity ot Gods worlhip , 
© by-an almoſt Univerſal treacherous Apoſticy.. 47d - 
© afiennards, Men tainted with: the errors, and load- 

* c& with the-preferments of the times were induſtri- 

* ouſly. inſtrumental, for the choice of a Caprain to 

© return £0 Eg1pe. The darling errors of-lare years, . 
| Were... 


Ho 

«were all of them ſtones of the old Babzl, cloſing and 
* coupling with that tremendous Fabrick, which tho 
© man of fir had creed ro derhrone Jeſus Chriſt : 
* Came out of the Belly of that Trojan Horſe, that 
*faral Engin; which was framed to betray the Ciry 
of God. Now ſuch: yvere the Innovations of. 
*rhe lare Hierarchiſts : In-worſhip, their Paintings, 
*Croſlings, Cruciftixes, Bowings, Cringings; Altars, 
«TI apers, Waters, Organs, Anthems, Letany , Rails, 
©mages, Copes, Veltments; What were they bur 
*Roman Varnth, an Italian dreſs for our devotion; 
*to draw on conformity vvith the Enemy of the Lord 
© Jeſus: In Dodarin, the Divinity of Epiſcopacy, aus 
* ricular confeſſion, free-will, predeſtinarion on Faith, 
<yea- yvorks foreſeen, Limbas Patrum, authority of 
*a Chureh vvhich none knew vyhar it vyas, Cano- 
©nical Obedience, Holineſs of Churches, and the - 
like innumerable , vvhar: yvere [they bur helps to. 
* Santa Clara, to make all' our Artictes of Religion 
*ro ſpeak good Roman Catholick ? How did their 
fold Father of Rome refreſh bis Spirir, to ſee ſuch 
© Chariots as thoſe provided-, to bring: England again 
*unto him > This cloſing vyith Popery , vvas 'the 
* ſting -in- the errors: of theſe dayes, which caulet . 
© piningy, #-notdeath inthe Epiſcopal Pbr. 

He goes on in the following Pages and ſaves,” © They 
+3. E. Br:ops had a great hatred of-Godlineſs in the 
© poyer - thereof, . or'any thing beyond a form in + 
* yvhemfſocver-it- was found; cſpecially in the exer- - 
« ciſe of their Juriſdition , thundring their cenfures - 
« apainſt all appearances of zeal, and clofing up- all - 
« profane impictics.; For-yycre a man a Drunkard, a . 
. | SWCalCz;: . 
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:© Sywearer, a Sabbath-breaker, an-unclean perſon, Ke 
© he yyere no Puritan and had money , Pate? Carri 
© Janus ditis:, the Epiſcopal Hcaven vvas open for 
© them all. And vyhich-vvas yvorſt of all,: they had 


©centred in-their boſomes an unfathomable depth 


-< of power Civil and Ecclcſaſtical , to ſtamp their 
© Apoſtarical crrors- vvith Authority , giving them 
-*©nort only the + Countenance of greatnels., -but-.the 
< ſtrength of power. ——— 


When the Dotor had- thus (preached Epilco- 


- pacy to death in England, he marches. yvith his Ma- 
(ſter Oliver into Scotland, and there: {ings its Epinr- 
'&ion in theſe vvords : There, #. e. in Sion or the 
Church of Chriſt, 29# have the ſpoil of Pharaoh and 


all his Heaſt: _—— Tiere you have the Robes of Nebu- 


chadnezzar reſerved: —— There you have the imperial 


Ornaments of Diocleſian: —— There is the Blood of Fu- 


lian : —— There you bave. the Rochets of the Prelates of 


this land, hung. up of late with other Garments of their 
adherents rouled in Blood. 


He took the Solemn 'League and Covenant vvith 
Eyes and Hands lifred up ro the moſt High God; 


a Ceremony-no where commanded in Scripture, and 


fo much beloved by him, that yyhen he vvas-broughr 
-by Mr. Cole into Y/eſtminſter-Hall for his Witneſs 
againſt Mr. Dutton, he refuſed to kiſs the Book, and 


;profciled .ir ro be againſt his Conſcience to ſwear 
with any other Ceremony, than Eyes and Hands 
Jifred up to Heayen. Well, in this Oath he ſwore 
:the preſeryation of the Kings Majeſties Perſon and 
-Authority, and yer for the Deanery of Ciri/t> Church, 


at .that time one. of tho moſt conſiderable Ecclclia- 


Lick 
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tick preferments in the Nation, he took the Engage- 
ment in which Oath he renounced Kingſhip,and ſwore 
to be true ro a Commonwealth. He yas once per- 
ſwaded ** 7ha?. the Presbyterial Government in Cu.urckes + ghunpy. 
ts ipſiſhima veritas, the very Truth it ſelf, to which fenſ. abou * 
the Prelatical party ought to ſubmit. But within a few © $9%** 
years. after he ares that Opinion ; and gives a very. Ti 
excellent reaſon for ir, namely becauſe it ſtood in way- 
of the. promife. Sec. his * Sermon before the Parlia- * rhe fed. 
ment , in which hc has a Fable concerning the Ly- f#fne/ of -4gh 
on, the Fox. and the Aſs thar trayelled rogether , - nun of 
and one' meeting them, wondered quo una iter fa- faggering 
cerent ; whither thole ill matched Afociates did ET FO 
bend: their Courſe. «© The Covenanted. Proteſtants p, zz, 135194 
*he compares: to .the Lyon, Ormonds Adherents 
*(for ſo he calls them ) ro the Fox, who had ſcal- 
©cd their. Vows to the Romiſh Religion with the 
© Blood of the Godly party and their own; Thoſe 
* that were profound to revolt-up and down, as ſome 
*in Munſter, to the Afs.. Now: how can the pro- 
© miſe ſtand in the: way of this: Hxara> Why firſt 
© fairh the Lerd , though Hand joyn in Hand, the 
*wicked.. ſhall not be unpuniſhed , Prov. 11. 21. 
«© Nextly., though they will give- their power to the 
«Beaſt and: fight againſt the. Lamb, conſenting mn 
© rhis-, though they agree in-: nothing clſc- in the. 
«world ,. yct they fhall be. broken in pieces. — If - 
« REEL *t the-Son of Remaliah, . Syria and Ephraim--- 
©Jf Covenant and. Prelacy , - Popery and. Treachery , - 
«Blood and. ( as to that} Innocency, joyn Hand in 
«Hand to ſtand in the-way of the promiſe, yer I will - 
*norinthis joyn with them ſayes the Lord. Though 2 
ATE they : 
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'©rhey were preſerved all diſtintly in their ſeveri. 


<intereſts for Seven Years in their mutual conflias , 
© that they mighr.be ſcourges to one. another; yer if 


©they cloſe ro keep off che Engagement of : God- in 
'<the word of his promiſe, not much more than the 
«© Fourth parr of. one Year, ſhall conſume ſome of 


. ««them to nothing, andfill. the reſidue with-indignari- 


* Conmenen307 
1Wich God. 


[pa 139, L jO- 


«on and anguiſh. 
Sir, This is the petfon whom you- magnify for 


; the, greatneſs of his parts.and learning, and the picry 
of his life and writings. Though I perccive nothing 


of the firſt which ſhould make me admire him above 
other ordinary - mortals, yet I have more charity 
(though perhaps not half 'ſo much. reaſon) for him., 


'than he had once for the Regular Clergy of this 


Church , * Who for the greater part, eſpecially of the 
greateſt, had a falſe repute of learning, and yet taking 
advantages of wulgar eſteem, they bar'd out as thouzh 
they had engroſſed a Monopoly of it: Though I preſume 
the world was never deceived by more empty pretenders.; 
eſpecially in reſpect of any ſolid knowledge in Divinity or 
Antiquity. Well, though he is pleaſed to tell che Loxe 
Parliament, that the Bilhops, and the greater part of 


.the honeſt Clergy were Dunces , yet I will allow 


him as great -parts as he pleaſes 'to aſſume unro him- 
Telf. Burt you know thoſe do but enable men to 
do the greater miſchief, even as the ſyeereſt mears 
make the moſt ſtinking excrements. This the DoZFor 
intimates to you himſelf in his magnifyed Book 
* Through the righteous judgment of God lopping off the 
Top-flowers of the pride of men, it frequently comes t0 


£4f., that thoſe that are furniſhed with the greateſt abi- 
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lities, do lay them out to a quite contrary End , unto 
which ts their natural proper tendency and aim. From 
whom ( for the moſt part ) are all the Commotions in the 
world is it not from theſe men? were not men ſo 
wiſe, the Prorld perhaps would be more quiet, when the 
end of Vviſdom is to keep in quietneſs. This is the 
beſt paſſage I have mer with in his whole Book; but 
the miſchict is , Phyſitians often preſcribe thar ſtridt 
Dier to their Patients, which they ſeldome or never 
obſerve themſelves. 

Bur pray Sir , be not too confident of the opi- 
nion cven of a pious and good man : For ſuch an 
one may be deceived himſclt, and then it is the 
eaſieſt thing in the world for him to deceive others. 
Do bur ſeriouſly peruſe that earneſt entreaty of Sr. 
Paul, Rom. 16. 17, 18. I beſeech you Brethren ( ſayes 
he ) to mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
contrary to the Doctrine , which ye have learned and 4- 
void them: For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt but their own Belly, and by good words 
and fair ſpeeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple. In 
this Scripture, Seducers arc CharadGerized, and the 
Roman Chriſtians cautioned againit them. They arc 
Characterized ro cauſe 7iwiſtons, ms dryogeoing, tO 
make parties, to canton themſclves into factions , 
being ar a diſtance from rthcir Brethren , and becom- 
ing a Church of themſelves : And they creare ſcru- 
ples in the Minds-of their hearers , fo that the igno- 


rant well-meaning ſort of Chriſtians , are offended 


at the. Doctrine, which before they belicv'd and em- 
braced. For mecting with thoſe Golden-Tongued 
Teachers, that pretend Communion with God, and. 

| 0 love. 
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fove unto their Souls, they are preſently cnſnared_ 
with their good PVords and fair Speeches, Theſe you: 
are commanded to avoid; For though poſlibly they 
may not erre in any fundamental Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, bur be Chriſtians, yet 7. Par! beſeech your 
fo mark thews and avoid them... Do not pretend to 
ſuch Niceneſs and Curioſiry as firſt ro ſearch into 
the depth and tendency of their Principles , bur 4- 
void them, have nothing to do with them : And in- 
deed ir is the cafieſt thing imaginable, for any man 
of ordinary parts and: extraordinary confidence. to 
!peak great ſwelling words of vanity, 'and by thoſe 
ro captivate and enſnare vulgar minds. 

Bur God is pleaſed ſomerimes ſo viſibly to dif- 
play the Wiſdom and Mercy of his Providence, as 
cven to ſtrip the Hypocrites quite Naked of all 
their Varniſh, ro diſcover the ſtench and rottennelſs 
of their Hearts, ſo that not only their folly and dif- 
{mulation , . but baſeneſs and impiety are made ma- 
nifeſt ro all men. God does not allwayes permit 
the Dewi 70 transform himſelf into an Angel of Light. 
And if you weigh the good words and fair ſpeech- 
cs of the Dodors. Tongue, with the perjuries and 
perhideouſneſs of his Soul, he will not appear ſuch a 
HMiniſter. that 1s alnayes cloathed with Righteouſneſs , 
nor ſuch a YYo/f that is ar all times inveſted in Sheeps 
Cloathing. 

If this be nor ſufficient ro reify your judg- 
ment concerning Dr. Owey, .take one inſtance moro 
into your conſideration; and. that is, that he was 
the. Darling of that perſon , who was equally the 
Enemy of God, Chriſtianity and the beſt .of Men 

and 
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and Kings. For when O/zver that Monſter of Man- 
kind , had degraded the Rumpers, and made thoſe 
Enthuſtaſtick Saints ,' who were the Creators of his 
Power, to be the Holders of his Stirrops, nay the 
very Foor-ſtools of his Cruelty and infolence, This 
Communionift ( having a Conſcience that would all- 
wayes bend and Crouch to Cromwells deſigns, though 
it be ſo ſtiff now towards the Kings Laws) crept 
into his fayour , was nouriſhed in his boſome, and 
continued his C,cbzzophet to his dying day. I am 
apt to think, that if O/zver did not make the Book 
of Communion with God, yet he had ar leaſt a Finger 
in the Pye. I will preſent you with a paſſage in 
* one of his Epiſtles ro his Highneſs, and then per- 
baps you may ſubſcribe ro my Opinion. His words 
arc theſe. *I preſent * them to your excellency , 
© not only becauſe the Riſe of my Call to this ſer- 
© vice, under God, was from you; bur alſo becauſe 
© in Carrying of it on , I have received from you, in 
© weakneſſes and remprations wherewith I am ex- 
© compaſicd , that daily ſpiritual refreſhment and 
© ſupport, by my into, 'and diſcoyery of the deep 
*and hidden diſpenſations of God row ards his ſecret 
© ones , Which my ſpirit is taught to value. The 
« carrying. on of the intereſt of the Lord Jeſus a- 
* mongſt his Saints, in all his wayes, which are 
© Trurh and Righreouſneſs, being the aim of your 
© Spirit in your great undertakings. Neither did the 
Doors Judgment alrer concerning him : For in * an- 
other Epiſtle writ many years after, he thus beſpeaks 
his Highneſs : © Sir, of both Temporal and Spiritual 


« good things you haye had the full expericnce ------ 
| E 2 _ «© Your 
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<Your intereſt in and acquaintance with the later 
*is as of incomparably- more importance in: it ſelf, 
*ſo anſwerably of. more. value and. eſteem... unto 
© you. 

Burt notwithſtanding theſe great endearments 
berween theſe two Saints : Yer the Dodtor requited 
Oliver . bur after a ſtrange rate for his ſpiritual re- 


freſhments, when he became the Inſtrument of- Ru- 


ine, to that Epbemeron Protetor, Richard his Son. 
The Reaſon was, becauſe. that Kickſhaw of. Aurtho- 
rity and Policy eſpouſed. the Presbyterzan Intereſt , 
dethrowned Owez from his Vicechancellorſhip ,, and 
cleanſed St. AMaries Pulpit of him-and his Brother 
Good win. This laſt att., he. too very unkindly , 
and our. of ſpite ſer up a Lecture at another Church, 
uſing theſe words : I have built Seats at Marics, bat 
let the Dottars find _Auditors., for I will preach at Pe- 
rers 772 the Eaſt. 

W ell then, reflet upon the premiſſes, and if 


you will. renounce all natural and revealed Laws , 


and make a new Golpel, zz. that: of the Spirit , 
which the. Papi/fs would haye done heretofore, and 
the I-dependents would ſer up now : It other marks 
of Saints -muſt be given, than what God himſelf 
has. revealed to us in. the Qracles of life , then we 
may admit Owez into the Number : Bur till rhen I ſhall 
have as high an Opinion of any HeeZor or Ruffiars 
for Sazntfhip, -as I have of his Dodorſpip , unleſs you 
will - make. ſolemn -perjuries ro. contain leſs guilt .in 
them than, cuſtomary Oaths: 

Now. Good Sir, ( while ] think on't ) let me 


requeſt the fayour that you would uſe your endeavours | 
| _ with. 
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with this Dodor to inform you \, what it was that 


did abſolve him from the Obligation of the Oaths 
foremenrtioned, or wherher he yet thinks himſelf 


freed from his laſt Oath , ſo beneficial ro him, I 


mean the Engagement, I can imagine- nothing thar 
ſhould cancel the Obligarion of his former Oaths, 
bur what is alledged-by the Jeſuits in the ſame caſe, 
wiz. It Princes -are Hereticks : If they Apoſtatize 
from a'true Religion to a-falle; or perhaps (.as tte 


Doctor . will have it) if chey are Tyrants, thart is, 


ſuch as obſtrut the progreſs of the good oid canſe, 
or will not expoſe Chriſtianity to the rage and fury 


of all 'Se&ts and Herefies, nor con'ent to the abo- 


lifhing of whart is orderly and decent in Gods wor- 
(hip. It any of theſe things can abſolve him from 
his Oaths, then God:help King Charles the Secopd : 
For that which cut the Throat of the Father ; may 
do the ſame kindneſs for the Son. And indeed 
Dr. Omez is furniſhed with Principles fitted as 'di- 
realy for the doing of ſuch a fear, as any of thoſe 
Regicides that were exalted at Charimg-Croſs. I hope 
you will believe his own words:+ © * All forms of 
« Government amongſt men ; if they either ſo dege- 
*nerate of themſelves that they become direaly op- 
© polite, or are ſo' ſhattered by providential Revolu- 
< Jutions- as to become uſeleſs as to their proper end, 


* The Labour-. 
ing Saints 
Di/mifiion to 
ReF.p.7, $. 


©* may and ought to be changed, and nat upon other 


© accounts : Bur now for other things in--Goyern- 
*ment,' as. the particular way , whereby perſons ſhall 
© be .deligned unto ir, the continuance of the ſame 
© perſons in it,” for a leſs or greater proportion of 
<rime, the exerciſe of leſs or more power- by ſome 


« (OrIts, : 


— - - PR — 
74 oO oe + 4 8.» Do a < > 0 - . -< 
X 2 3 - 

—- ® 


c- - _— 
= - lO A - 
p > -e a =_ 


a e— 
* 
—— 


dt oy, ec 4A re. 
CS 


- 
—_—— —-<W- —_— 


a P>; 


! 


| 
i 
| 
ſl 
q 
| 
| 
'" 
09 
= 7 
48 
by £1 


— to a +> þ 


- 
—_ 2 -- Py” 
-— -- - 


» (Gods pre- 

ſence with hs 

people the : 

jpring of their 
roſperity. 

pPrenen 

. OR. 30. 

21G5 Go 


(30) 

*(orts, or the whole Body of them that are ruled, 
*the uniting of men for ſome particular ends by 
© Bonds and Engagements and the like occaſional 
«Emergencies, the Univerſal diſpoſal of hem is 
* rouled on prudence to att according to preſent cir- 
* cumſtances. If this paſlage be nor ſufficient, rake 
anotiier delivered in the preſence of ſuch a Parlza- 
ment as never before fat at YYe/fminſter ; For it was 
the Parliament of England, Scotland and Ircland. It 
was great pitty that France was wanting. Thus he 
beſpeaks their attention : ** Hear me Aa, and all 
© Tuda and Benjamin: It cyer God ceale to call Saints, 
© that .is, men interefled perſonally in Chriſt, to 
© places of Chief Authority -in this Nation, or com- 
* mit the power of -it into other hands; and when 
© thole called ro power, -ceaſe to exert it in a ſub- 
© ſerviency to the Kingdom of Chrift, for the truc 
* ſpiritual advantage of his people, there will be an 
*end of Englands glory and happineſs. I fay, hear 
<ye this all ye people. 

* This | have delivered long ago, and many 
*rimes in this place, this I ſay ſtill, and in this per- 
* ſuaſion hope ro live and dye. I hope fo too. Bur 
racn what a mean Opinion muſt all Subje&ts have 
of thar Prince , nay what deſperate attempts will 
many -of rhem make againſt his perſon, from whoſe 
Government they can expe& neither Glory nor 
Happineſs? Now according ro the Do@ors Princi- 
ples ir cannot be hoped for 'from his preſent Maje- 
Ry. For his very uſing of the Common- Prayer de- 
clares him not to be parſonally intereſſed in Chriſt ; 
and his zealous exccution of his late Law againſt 


Con- 
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Conventicles manifeſts that he does not exert his 
power cither in ſubſeryiency ro Criſts Kingdom , 
or for the ſpiritual adyantage of his people. I for- 
bear to argue upon the Principle fc quoted. For 
any Reader of a very ordinary capacity may ſce from 
it, thar if thoſe pre/ext.circumPtances which now make 
us obedient to his Majeſty , once alter or vary, we 
may withdraw our obedience from him : Becauſe 
continuance of the ſame perſons in Government for a leſs 
or greater proportion of time, u rouled on prudence to 
ac} according to preſent circumſtances. And it any 
Enemy ſhould be fo ſuccelsful againſt the preſent 
Government as to ſharrer it, then it may, may it ought 
zo be chanzed. 

Bur I cannot yet leaye requeſting another kind- 
neſs from you, and thar is to preyail with Dr. Owex 
to acquaint you what fatisfaction he has given the 
World for the crimes before mentioned. His per- 
juries arc evident to any ordinary reaſon : His blaſ. 
pheming of the Liturgy and his damning us and. 
our Anceſtors, are evident in the forcited words of 
his Book: His laying a Foundation for the deſtru- 
Qtion of His preſent Majeſty, and his Government 
plainly appears rom the paſſages now quoted in his - 
Sermons : His being a Mathiavet to Crompell , de- 
Clarcs that by his Counſels he made W omen widows, 
Children Fatherleſs, and Gentlemen Beggars. Al. 
the ſatisfaction that I know of, which he gives the - 
World for theſe things is : To challenge all men ts Vind. Ani- 
charge bum with doing the leaſt perſonal injury unto any, w_ St 
profeſſing himſelf” ready to give ſatisfaction to any one (a... 
that car juſtly claimit, Ibclieyc Dr. Reynolds thoughr 

himſelt . 
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himſelf-injured , when the Paſtor of rhe Church of 


Chriſt, which i at Copggelhal iz Eſſex, became 


Dean of Cyriſt- Church, which is in the V/piverkty of 


Oxford. Jt he did not , I could. name one thar 
did. 

Bur ro what purpole is that challenge ? For it 
is.a very caly matter for One of ſuch reputed parts 
as Dr. Owen to bc ſuch a proficient-in doing mil- 
chicts and injuries, thar the injured perſon ſhall noc 
know from what immediate Hand his ruine was 
derived. Beſides, it is not the demands of the in- 
jured, but the guilt of the-injurer, that oblige him 
to. a. reſtitution. Thoſe injuries which this. paper 
mentions are nor perſonal bur publick , which give 
them a deeper Dye and TinQture; .even as he is to 
be eſteemed a greater Ihict, who robs a. Nation, 
than he who. cuts a Purſe. And were ir. my Caſe , 
as it is Dr. Ozens, I would not for a Thouſand 
Worlds depart this life, till I had given ſome faris- 
faction to the Exe/7/þ Church and Nation for thoſc 
miſchiets which my Counſels, Preaching , Praying 
and -W riting drew not only upon the Royal Family 
and © hurch , - but upon: the lives, liberties and for- 
runes of ſo many:Loyal Gentlemen, who were ci- 
ther murthered in cold Blood , or imprifoned and 
baniſhed , rhar ſo they might .periſh by degrees and 
unobſerved. 

Bur perhaps a Day of Humiliation Will be as 
fufficient ro purify his Conſcience from the fure- 
mentioned impieties, as others eſteem the blood 
of Chriſt ro purge their Conſciences from dead 
wAarks. 


And 
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And yet theſe charity would oblige me to pafs 
ever in filence , even as his Majeſty has pardoned 
them in his mercy, -did not the Doctor forget his 
Crimes, and make the Kings Oblivion the. chief 
Subject of his own. For he ſtill meditates Diviſion 
and Schiſm , and thereby declares himſclf like thoſe 
Beaſts and Birds of. prey, that having once taſted 
Blood, will {till hunger and thirſt after-more. -Dr. 
Owen will tell you in his own words, what chopes 
there are of his Repentance. There are ( ſayes he) Con m8 In. 
ſuch abiding impreſſions left on the Souls of as many as a. 
have been engaged in the work of God in this Nation P*8 4%: 
from the beginning to the end, as will never be blotted 
srut. The truth is I think ſo too. For we may as 
ſucceſsfully arremprt the change of a Leoparu's Spots 
or a Black-meres Hew, as of an habituated SeQary , 
whoſe only -projects for -greatneſs are to be the Head 
of a'Faftion by oppoſing the Head of a Church. 
Neither is this ſpoken without Book as to the pra- 
&ices of the Door, witnetfs 

That Catechiſm which you were pleaſed to 
-beſtow on me, and ſend with his other Books, cal- 
led £4 Brief Introduttion to the YVorſhip of God , and 
Diſcipline of the Churches of the New Teſtament : Which 
although ir be wirhout any name annexed to &, 
yer if we may gueſs at Hercules by his Foot, or at 
the Dodors Book by the Company it came with) 
the ſubje& matter ir contains, the nature of its ſtile 
and one argument more thar I could uſe, I 'may as 
confidently pronounce Dr. Oven to be its Author, 
as he was of that Primmer, by the Learning of 
which little Children were to be reformed into 7-- 
52 E depcn- 
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gependency. For 1t is yery dangerous for the Boyes 
and Girls of the Godly party ro be taught the Old 
Primmer : For that contains a great part of that 
wicked ſuperſtitious Book, the Commour-Prayer. 

Wi irneſs his fiſhing out the Kings Counlels , 
and enquiting whether things went well as to his 
great Diana, Liberty of Conſcience * How His Ma- 
zelty ſtood attected to ir? Whether he would con- 
nive at it, and the Execution of Laws againit it? 
W ho were or could be made his Friends at Court? 


W hat Bills were like ro be pur up in Parliament ? 
How that Afſembly-was united or divided, &c. And: 


according to the current and diſpoſition of affairs , 
* Philip Ny© he did acquaint his * Yzder-Officers , and they by 


—pa" Their Letters cach Poſt were ro inform their Fra- 


Anh. Palmer rernity in each Corner of the Kingdom, hoy things 
» G rift 


Th. Goodwin |, likely to go with them, how they ſhould or- 


Brooks Their buſineſs, and cither for-a time omit or continue 


—i_- their Conwenticles, &c. 
- cr . . . . . > 
"a Witneſs his laſt Book againſt Faz-Lxx, in which 


—Loaderz, while he writes againſt the Tyranny of the Pope, he 
w_ covertly undermines the juſt Authority of the King; 


and though he condemns the Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion of the Church of Rome, yer his words declare 
his meaning, vzz. Thar the Ezel/;þ Church is as 
-zek; 16. 46, truly her Sifter in both rhoſe abominations, as * Je- 
ruſalem Was to Samaria. 


Witneſs bis poyſoning ſome Country Juſtices of 


the Peace, with his pernicious principles, that fo they 


mighr deſiſt from executing penal Laws againſt his 
Brethren. Laſtly, 


Witneſs his laſt. Book. againſt- the Zccleſeaſtical 
| Polity, 
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Polity , by which he thought to have pur a ſtop ts 
the whole proceedings of the Parliament , and to 


have inyolved the whole Nation in Confuſion and 
Blood. 


Theſe have becn the Methods by which he uſed 
ro keep his Tribe in one fit of zeal, and conſtant 
pang of devotion. And if theſe had been connived 
at , or prevailed, certainly no Engli/b Man would 
have been ſo ſenceleſs as ro have turned Szducee and 
denyed the Reſurretion of Independency. And in- 
deed it only wants this one thing to make it com- 
pleatly victorious, ' zz. to throw Epiſcopacy out of the 
Saddle as it did Presbyzery, and bring the Hierarchy of 
the Church ro the ſame black as it did the Monar- 
chy of the ſtate. | 

By the Dodors thus blowing of the Coles , . he 
keeps the Fire from going out, and ſo imitates the 
Fox {( of which I have cither read or heard this ſto- 
ry ) that having cut oft his Tail, perſwaded the 
W hclps of the fame litter to caſhier off theirs alſo, 
thinkirg that by having more Companions , he 
ſhould kave the leſs Deformity. Thus the Dodtor 
having made Communion with God inconſiſtant with 
the Communion of the Exe/z/> Church , he would 
himſelt avoid ſingularity and involve others in the 
ſame guilt. For it a multitude combine to do miſ- 
chief , rkat would overaw Authority , that it ſhould 
be ſo far from enacting new Lays, as not to dare to 
put the old ones in execution. 

The truth 1s ( for I would give the Devil his 
due ) I do nor bclicve that Dr. Owez wants either 
Parts or Learning cnough ro diſceyer. truth from 
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falfhood-or realities from ſhadows, I mean to dill 


cern the Rectitude -of our-way of worlhipping God. 


and the Deformi:y and. Crookednelſs of - his own. 
Bur if he ſhould acknowledge this , theſe two mif- 
chicks, amongſt many others. would enſuc, wiz. He 
would forſake his Principles and exaſperate his par- 
ty. For that Dr. Owen the Atlas of Independency , 
one that holds Communion with God, has writ a large 


Folio about perſeverance of ' Saints, that he ſhould. 


turn Apoſtate-., this would bring an ill report upon 
the Godly. party and. the good 6/4 Canfe, nay it would 
be ſuch a. confuration of the forementioned Folzo, 
as John Goodwin could -neyer write, though he had 
once- the vyalour to appear in the open Field againſt 
Eight Men. To be Loyal and Conformable now 
would - be ſcandalous to all the Congregational 


. Churches. both in Xev-Eneland and Old, it would. 


be publiſhed in- Gazh,. and cauſle- the uncircumciſed 
Gonformiffs Triumph. Nay, ' it would- enrage the 


whole Tribe of the CArmySaints, the Independents , 
which are none of the Tameſt Creatures : Anq. 


therefore irt-is far-better for him to- fall into the 
Hands of God -by continuing in -his perjuries and 
Schiſms, than. into the Hands of his party , by 
returning... to the. Communion of - the Ergii/h 
Church. 


And indeed this is the Caſe of: ſome other Gen-. 


tlemen as well as Dr. Owyen.. I will preſent you with 
lame inſtances. : 


Dr. cHManton ( once the - famous preacher of - 
Cpvent-Garden-Church, and then of Covent- Garden - 


Gpventicie, bur much more famous when he con- 
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ſecrated Cromwell by prayer to his Office of' Prore- 
dorſtip in YFeſtminſter-Hall, and after that far in the 
High-Court of Fuftice; to countenance its godly procee- 
dings againſt Dr. Hewez and other rebellious Cayelicrs: 
this far Doctor had a fat Deanary deligned him upon 
ſuſpition he would conform, *a propoſal that made * Mecording - 
the good man hefrrate , and raiſed as- many cloaths vg man mens 
and ſcruples in his conſcience, as cver he had done rs. fy of ; 
before in any of his Auditors: After much faſting {be # ob/ige 
and praying, conſultation with Friends and-many days 7 ves 
of humihtiartion, at laſt all-che crumbling and jumbling EET. 
of - his thoughts united in this- concluſion, thar 
a good Deanary was a ſufficient Potion to make him 
Vomir- up: the: Covenant; or in one word 0 con- 
form. This beating of his Pulſe was prefently un- 
derſtood by ſome ot his ſtift Diſciples : and ar laſt 
it came to the knowledge of a Female Saint, who 
had waſted much time in reading of -his Books, bur 
much more Paper, Ink and: Gooſe-Quils in writing 
of his Sermons, The unexpe&ed news of Marntors - 
intentions - cauſed - her very: much to ſtagger in her 
Faith , and pur her into a ſtudious ſearching of his 
Wi ritten- as -well as Prinred Sermons : She extracts + 
out - of both every ſentence that made for the Co= 
weuant, for the Government -of -Presbytery, for the 
Honor of - SmecFymnmu, or that made againſt the- 
Biſhops and LZiturgie of the Church': She purs all | 
this ſtuff into a Letter, and-ſends -it to the DoFer;. 
and ir -proved {vu weighty and powerful , that the 
good man became her Proſelite, left Covent-Gardets - 
Redtory , refuſed the Deanary, and now: ſticks as . 


cloſe-to the Coycnant of Scetland as any good. Chri-.- 
- | 'Han: 1 
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ſtian does to the Covenant of Grace. And it is 
thought that he has loſt nothing by the bargain , 
gaining as much by being the preacher of Covenr- 
Garden-Conwerticle, as it he had continued ReQor 
of Covent-Garden-Church, and becn guilty of that 
damnable ſin called Pluralzrties, by having the Dean- 
ary into boot. He liked ir fo well, that the Kings 
Commands could not prevail with him to leave it, 
till he was ſent to the Gare-Houſe, where he has 
reccived more Rents and preſents from his Diſci- 
ples (as we Country-Folk are made to believe) than 
if he had cnjoyed the beſt Biſhoprick in rhe Narti- 
ON. 

Bur although the perſwaſions of this Lady did 
meer with ſuch ſucceſs upon the Doctor , yet his 
did not produce the like eftect upon another Gen- 
tleman, who did once frequent Claſſical Lettares, 
and as it was falfſly conceived had his judgment lea- 
ning to Presbytery, being as fairhful to that, as ever 
any poor man was unto his Wife. The Claſſical 
Brotherhood wondrcd that he did not joyn with 
them in their conſultations relating to that fatal day 
of black Bartholomew, which (if Presbytery be revived) 
mult nor be joyned with the dayes of the Year, 
nor come into the Number of the Moneths. Ar 
laſt Dr. Marton and Dr. Bates meer him in the ſtreet; 
t-c laſt :f whom takes him ſecretly. to task, and as 
it he had bcen Chairman, demanded, what ! Do you 
mean co conform? Will you now deſert us? Bur 
his Brother CAaptzor at that time having not only 
more guts in his Belly but his Brains, pulled him 
4i\ ay 
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away by his Cloak, and by that means put an end 
ro his HeGtoring Diſcourſe. | 

By this it may be perceived how dangerous it 
is even for a ſuppoſed Mcmber of a faction, to dif. 
oblige it by a ſeparation , it is no other than for a 
Souldier ro deſert his Colours. This ſtory I had 
from the Gentleman himſelf , who is a perſon of 
great modeſty and worth , and conformed not out 
of a principle of intereſt but honeſty, having had no 
preferment in the Church , till what was lately 
beſtowed on him by a great Miniſter of State. 

The other I had from a very worthy perſon, 
who abhorrs and ſcorns a lye as much as the Devil 
Joves ir. Bur 1 have made a digreſſion, and return to 
my former Subje&t. 

Good Sir,- give me leave ro ask you, what hopes 
can be conceived of this DodFor, whom neither 
 Oaths could make Loyal in former dayes, nor the - 
Mercy of his-Majeſty obedient and ſubmiſſive now. 
Nay, upon whom his own voluntary engagements - 
have no maner of power to make him quiet and 
peaceable in the Land. 

I will but mention that promiſe which he made 
to the late Lord Chancellor, who treated him with - 
all kindneſs and reſpet , and deſigned him, if he 
would not conform, to imploy his time and abiliries - 
in- writing againſt the. Papiſts, and not to violate . 
publick Laws and-endanger publick peace by keep- 
ing Converticles, Dr. Owen gave him his word thar - 
he would be obedient to his commands. Bur how 
well he kept it, Mr. Ga/oway of Oxford well knows, 
who not long after found. him preaching to owe 

| | | Thar-. 
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Thirty- or Fourty of the Godly party at his own 
: Houſe in Sradbam. This was ſignified ro the Lord 
GFancellor, who came after to Cornbrury. -Dr. Onen 
writ to Dr. Bar/ow ( whom he had obliged with the 
like kindneſs in the -Reign of O/7ver) and -defired 
him to mediate on his bchalt -to that great . perſon. 
Mr. Provoſt, who is never backward to do any one 
a-kindneſs, went to Corpbrry, where he received 
this anſwer from - the- Earle of Clarendons own Lips , 
iz. That-Dr. Owez was a perfideous perſon, -in that 

he had violated the engagements betore ſpecifyed , 
and therefore that he would haye nothing ro do 
with him, but leave -him to the penalty of thoſe 
Laws he had tranſgreſied. Upon this the Do#or 
relolved for New-England. Bur 4ince then, the 
Wind was never in a right -point for that Voy- 
28C. 

; -Bur I will-not-preſume any longer -to tire your 
patience -by dilating upon-the perjuries, and perfide- 
ous as well as ſcditious practices of your Fricnd. 
Yer give me leave a little ro examine his Principles, 
and in the firſt place, that before mentioned in his 
Book of Communion. Where he affirms, that to ſay, 
the. Church has power to z//irure or appoint any Ce- 
remany in Gods worſhip, tyes at the bottom of all the 
horrible Superft.tion and Idolatry, of all the confuſion, 
blood, perſecution ana Warrs, that have been for a loyg 
ſeaſon wr the Chriſtian World. But Generalia non pun- 
gunt. And therefore he tells you more parricularly, 
thar the Common-Prayer was the chief thing that cn- 
raged God to bereave us of our peace, and to per- 
mit e:ery mans Hand to bc lifted up againſt his 

Brother, 
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Brother, the laſt Czvil FYar. Theſe arc his own 
words, The great controverſie that God has had with 
this Nation for ſo many years, and which he has pur- 
ſued with ſo much anger and indignation, was upon this 
account , that contrary to the glorious light of the Goſpel 
among us, the Vyills and Fancies of Men under the 
name of Order, Decency and Authority of the Church, 
_ impoſed on Men in the VYayes and VPorſhip of 
God. 

This by the way is no modern ſlander , but 
ferched from thoſe malicious Heathens in the dayes 
of St. Auftin. For when the Empire was invaded by 
the barbarous Gozhs, the Heatheniſh Natives in ay 
affirmed , that the cauſe of all that confuſion and 
blood, perſecution and YVars among them, was be- 
cauſe of the poor Chriſtians embracing of Chriſtia- 
nity. 
: But who made Dr.Onepx a Judge of Gods procecd- 
ings againſt Ezgland? Or informed him that the Lizmrey 
of our Church in which we pray ro be delivered 
from Plagues and Famines, Battels and Murthers , 
ſhould be the procuring Cauſes of all ſuch Calami- 
tics? Ir ſeems the Divine Judgments are not ſo great 
a deep bur the Do#or can farhome them. I could 
rell him of ſome other Jonas that raiſed the tem- 
peſt of the laſt Civil Yar, and give him inſtances 
out of Sacred and Ecclefiaſtick Hiſtories, how the 
cauſe of Truth and Goodneſs has been often blaſted 
by uncxpetted providences. Bur to argue a little more 
cloſely. ) 

That which moved God to inflict one Judge- 
ment : upon* us, .may exaſperate him to on 
ame 
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ſame or a far greater. If then the Commoun-Prayer 
was the Fountain of all that confuſion and blood, 


which was ſhod the laſt Civil Yar, it might be tne 


cauſe of our late ſweeping and conſuming Fire , 
when God was pleaſed ( as the Propher ſpeaks ) zo 
pour out our Blood as duſt, and our Fleſh as dung : 
When he was pleaſed ro deſtroy his own Houſes, where 
we and our Fathers praiſed him, and to lay all our plca- 
ſant places wait. nd then the King and his two 
Houſes of Parliament have made Laws not to ſe- 
cure but betray Chriſtianity , and ro corrupt it with 
Idolatry and Superſticion, nay to provoke God to 
his Face, that he ſhall make one ſudgment uſher 
in anothcr till he has either deſtroyed us and made 
us become no people, or convinced us of the Hea- 
theniſm, Anti-chriſtianiſm, Idolatry and Superſf{ition of 
the Common-Prayer-Book. 

Bur Sir, I could name ſome principles ferched 
our of Dr. Owexs own writings, which have a more 
direct rendency in them, than the Erg!z Liturgy 
to introduce Heatheniſm and Idolatry, confuſron and 
blood, and ſo to make this whole Nation an Achel- 
dems and a Golgotha. 

I ſhall not preſume ro examine all the princi- 
ples of Independency as they are reckoned up by 
Salpraſexs ( who had thanks returned him from his 
Majeſty by Dr. A4orley now Biſhop of Y/inchefter for 
his Book ) viz. That the Kingdom of Chriſt is in- 
conſiſtent with Monatchy.in a: State : Thar all Kings 
( Chriſtians not excepted) are the Encmies of Chriſt; 
That nonc bur Izdeperdents are Saints, &c. I (hall 
<ontent my felt only wita three of the Doctors ou 
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darling Opinions, or Principles beſides thoſe already 
ſpoken of. | 

The Firſt is this, That ſucceſs in any Cauſe or En- 
rerprize declaims it to be lawful and juſt, and that 
zo purſue it is to comply with the Viill of God; be- 
cauſe it 1s to follow the condutt of his Providence. The 
Dodtors writings abound with this Divinity : Bur I 


ſhall only tranſcribe two or three paſſages which - 


now occur to my thoughts. A little before the 
Murther of His Late Majeſty, he thus cxhorts the 
Army-oaints at Co/echeſier : © Up and be doing you 
© that arc abour the work of the Lord. Your Enc- 
* mics are bread ready to be eaten, and yield you 
refreſhment. Do you think if our Armies had 
©not walked in a trodden path , they could have 
© made ſuch journcys as they have done of late? 
« Had nut God marched before them and traced out 
« their way from Kexz ro Eſſex, from Yales to the 
« North, their Carcaſſes long e'rc this had bcen call 
«<jnto the Ficld. Their work was donc in Heaven 
< before they begun it. God was gone over the 
« Mulberry Trees; the work might have been done 
« by Children , though he was pleaſed ro imploy 
<{\uch worthy inſtruments. They fee I doubt nor 
« their own nothingneſs in his All-ſfuffticiency. Go 
<on then, but with this caution, ſearch by all 
« wayes and means to find the footſteps of the 
« Mighty God, going before you. In the ſame Ser- 
mon, he farther tells his Auditors, ©* A ſerious 
< view of what God has qone in this Nation of Jate, 
* what Armies he has deſtroyed , whar ſtrong holds 
« demoliſhed, what proud haughty Spirits defeated---- 
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<js enough to make us admire the riches of his toye 
all our dayes. We know what eſtcem a Man ſets 
« upon his Jewel by the price he gives for it. Sure- 
«ly God values them, for whom he has given the ho. 
*nors, the parts, the politics, the lives of ſo many 
< Tall Cedars , as of late he has done.. — —- And a 
< lictle after. In the late Engagement in this Coun- 
*try, when God ſtirred us up with ſome others in 
© theſe parts, ro make ſome oppoſition to the Ene- 
* my at Chelmsford, what were thinx you the work- 
*ings of Gods Providences. againſt rhem ? How 
* came 1t to paſs that we were not ſwallowed up by 
«them? For Firſt, They were deſirous to ruine us, 
« Secondly, They were able ro doit. Thirdly, They 
« were reſolved to do ir- Fourrhly, Ihey were pro- 
«yoked ro do it. Fifthly, They were alſo invited 
ito do it. Now being thus advantaged -——- Why 
«did they nor attempr it .? Is ir nor worrh the 
«while to ſee how much they were reſtrained ? 
< Was nor much of Gods wifdom ſcen in mixing a 
« Spirit of giddineſs and error in the midlt of them----? 
«Was not his power ſeen in cauſing experienced 
«< Souldiers, as they were, with their. multitudes, 
©to be afraid of a poor Handful of unskilful men----? 
« Was nor his Juſtice exalted in keeping them only 
«for the Pit which they digged for others > Doubt- 
< Jeſs the Hand of God was lifred up. How was 
it poſſible. for the King. to eſcape Death and his 
Adherents ruine , when all rhe Attribures of God 
were thus engaged againſt him? I will preſent you 
with one paſlage more out of Teroms Funeral Ser- 
mon , he main intent of which is to parallel dies 
Wit 
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with Daxztcl, And he begins with wiſdom , and: 
fays there are two things which « diſtinguiſh ir from p.,, 6: 
* that Policy which God abhors. Firſt, A graci- 
 ©ous diſcerning of the Mind of God, according to 
* his appearance of affaires wherein men are em- 
*ployed, Me. 6. 9. It is the VViiddom of a Man 
*ro ſec the name of God, to be acquainted with his 
*Will, his Mind, his ain in things , vyhen bis pro-- 
* vidential voice cryeth to the City. All the works: 
of God have their yoice: thoſe of ſignal providences 
*ſpeak-aloud , they cry to the City : Here is the 
* Man of Wiſdom that can ſee his name in ſuch 
«diſpenſations. Secoxdly, Such acquaintance with 
* the ſeaſons of providence, as to know the duty of 
* the people of God in them, t Chrop. 12.32. Now 
«in both theſe did this gift of God ſhine in this de- 
*ccaſed Saint. Aud afternards, Daniels employ- 
* ment was the recciving and holding out from 
©God, Viſions of fignal providential Alrerations-, 
* ifpoſing and tranſpoſing of States, Nations, King- 
* doms and Dominiuns : What he had in Speculaz 
«tion vyas this Mans part to follow in Action : He 
<vyas an eminent Inſtrument in the Hand of God 
<in as tremendous providential alterations ,. as ſuch a. 
© SHot of the World hath at any time received ſince 
© Daniel foreſaw in general them all : and this ner 
« as many have been carryed along with the Stream, 
«or led by outward motives — but ſceingly and: 
© knowingly he clo:ed vvith the Mind of God, with 
«full purpoſe of Heart , to {erye the vvill of the. 
«Lord in his Generation. 


I have. proceeded too far in quoting theſe pat 
lages. 
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{ages, becauſe the ſame things in other yvords were 


ſpo-en by him as ro the Death of our Martyred 
Soveraign. Bur this 3s ſuch Alcoran- Divinity, that 
I thcugint I could not make it roo cvident ont of 
his vviicings. And if there be one Iota of Truth in 
It, Mahormntiſmis the beſt Religion in the World, 
and tt:e Turks for Saine-ſhip may vye vvith r1e beſt 
of Chriſtians, having walked and ated by ſuch 
ccrtain and ſteady Rules , as the condudt of provi- 
dence in the proſperous ſucceſſes rhey have met 
with, in all their vvars and undertakings. And is 
not Dr. Owen like to make a very excellent ſubje&t 
ro his Majeſty, who has ſuch principles as theſe 
yet lodging in his Breſt> And is nor His Majeſty 
like ro be made a very powerful Prince by ſuch 
Dodtrines as theſe now recited : Bur I proceed to 
che examination of his rwo other principles, borh 
which are contained in that extolled Book of Comr- 
2munion with God. 

His ſecond Principle is, That Saints may retain 
their holineſs in the act of finning, and that whatever 
Law they wiolate, God will not impute it to them as a 
Sin. For this ſee not only his whole Folzo about 
perſeverance of Saints, but his Communion with God, 
where he rells you, Thar Gods love cannot be heicht- 
ned by any art of ours, nor leſſened by any thing in ns. 
And being ſcenfible how nigh this bordered upon 
blaſphemy, he makes rhis * ObjeCtion : Does pot 7:45 
come nigh blaſphemy, to ſay that God loves his People 
in their ſianng, as well as in their ftrifkc/t Obedience ? 
All the material anfa er he rcturns to this, is very 
acutely and profoundly in theſe words, God loves 


hs 
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hw people not their ſinning. So he loves Judas and 
the lapſed Angels, and { he loves his Old Friend 
and Maiter, Olver Cromwell. But will not this en- 
courage to ſin? "An. He never taſted of the love of 
God, that can ſeriouſly mace this Objection. The Do- 
&rine of Crrace may be turned mto wantonneſs, the 
principle cannot : I jhall not 1rong the Saints by giving 
other anſ.,er to. this Objection, You ice the Dottor 
is ſtill charitable, for all thoſe muſt be hated by 
Goa, that d: ubr of the Truth of this principle. 
And to make up his Mouth he has theſe words at- 
rerwards, * Could any kind of provocation turn it 
(i. &. f:0ds love) away, it had lons ſince ceaſed. 

Now pray Sir, tell me, whether at the Bottom 
of this Dodrine does not He all the confuſion and 
hlood, perſecution and warrs, which we have ſeen, 
and might again taye ſeen in this Nation, had nor 
Authority fecured ir ſelf and us againſt the ſpreading 
of it by the ſtrong Bull-work of Laws, and by as 
rigorous an execution of them? For tell me whar 
Villany any of our modern Saints would boggle ar , 
v. ho believe tbis principle ? The worlt of men have- 
commonly the beſt: conceits of themſelves. And 
choſe that have ſo will be eaſily perſwaded- by an 
Owen or Hugh Peters or any Conventiching Demazozuc 
that they are Saints : And if Saints, thenthey are lurc 
of perſeverance. Far Gods love towards them will 
zot be leſſened by the greateit Sin reigning 2 them, 
either can any kind of provocation turn it away fr 01 
them, for he ſtill loves his people but not therr jin- 
ning. And therefore if they be his pcople , they 
may venture at Perjury. or Rebellion , ar iting ot” 

| Kings. 
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Kings or Murthering of Innocents: ( for theſe 
things have not been only a&ted by Saints bur de- 
clarcd them to be fo) Any Villany (i:all 6e lawful , 
if it be ſucceſsful. No immortality ſhali be incon- 
{fiſtenrt with Saintſhip , unleſs it be ſo ſcandalous as 
ro cxpole the Faction (of which the perſon who 
commits it is a member ) to publick ceniure, extirpa- 
tion or diſgrace. 

The third Principle has as natural a tendency 
in it as cither of the prececding to Tuine Chrittian 
Religion and Chrittian Socictics, and [7 7s the mo- 
aern pretending to and praying by the Spirit, Theſe 
are his own words in his forementioned Book------- 
< So deſperate has been the malice of Satan, and 
*wickedncſs of men, that their great endeavour has 
*been to ſhut him ( z. e. H. Ghoſt ) quite out of all 
* Goſpel Adminiſtrations. His Gifts and Graces 
© were not only decryed, bur almoſt excluded from 
* the publick worſhip of the Church , by the impo- 
«ſition of an Operous Form of ſcrvice, ro be read 
© by the Miniſters, which to do is neither a peculi- 
*ar giit of the Holy Ghoſt ty any, nor of the Mi- 
« niſtry ar all. Ir is marvellous tro conſider what 
*pleas and pretences were invented, and uſed by 
” learned men, from irs Antiquity, irs compolure or 
* approbation by Martyrs, the beauty of Uniformity 
*1n the Worſhip of God cftabliſhed and preſſed 
* chereby, 8c. for the defence and maintenance of 
jr. Bur the main Argument they inſiſted on, 
* 2nd rhe chicf Field whercin they cxpatiarcd and 


< [aig our all rhcir Eloquence, was the vain babling 


- repetitions and folly of men praying by the Spirit. 
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* When this was once fallen upon, all (at laſt as they 
<ſuppoled ) was carryed away before them, and 
«their adverſaries rendred ſufficiently ridiculous. So 
< great is the cunning of Satan, and ſo unſearchable 
*©are the follies of the Hearts-of men. 

Theſe laſt words are the learned anſyer that 
he returns to the arguings of thoſe learned men; 
as he now calls them, though in one of his Ser- 
mons to the Parliament he declared them to be as 
void of Learning as Grace. And indecd it is a very 
ſubtle way of writing controverſies and anſwering 
Objections for any one that maintains a pernicious 
Knaviſh error, to make ſuch kind of replys to a ra- 
tional Diſcourſe, that would rectify his. Judgmenr 
and reduce him ro the Truth. Ir is almoſt like that 
Diſputant , who ſuppoſed he had ſufficiently confu- 
ted the Papiſts by ſaying Bel/armine, thou lyeſt. The 
ſanctifyed Wirs of our modern Sainrs have found 
out a commiſcrating way of anſwering thoſe unan- 
{wcrable arguments, that arc produced for the Go- 
vernment and Liturgy of the Church , and the 
Kings Authority in matters of Religion. ' For when 

ou bring them to all imaginable abſurdities, they 
will deny the concluſion, though they know not 
how to return one word of anſwer to the premiſles, 
This commonly is taeir Dialedt. Alaſs! Foor Soul ! 
your Arguments proceed from the cunning and malice 
of Satan, from the reaſonings of the fleſh, and your en- 
mity againſt the Spirtt : They are Fruits of the Old 
Adam , and the infallible ſagns of men in a ſtate of 1a- 


ture and unregeneracy. Fer the carnal Common-Pray- 


er-Book 7s only magnifjed by carnal formal Chriſtians : 
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Tou want the Spirit, but we enjoy it ; and that enables 
1s to diſcern the Spirituality and Truth of our wayes , 
and the Deformity and Formality of yours. Never 
talk ro us of praying Non-ſence , when we are filled with 
the Spirit , and have the perſonal indaellings of the 
H. Ghoſt, Great is the cunning of Saran, and un- 
ſearchable are the follics of theHcarts of Men. 

And. indeed we may as well attempt to con- 
yince a blind man of colours, or a deaf man of 
ſounds, as one of our modern Saints of folly and 
madneſs, that deſpiſes a Form of Prayer, and pre- 
rends praying by the Spirit. For this is juſt like 
the Doctrine of the Popiſh infallibility, that makes 
the error incurable and remedyleſs. For hoy is 
it poſſible that thoſe ſhould be convinced of ay error 
who are perſwaded they cannot err? And how wall 
you perſwade them, that there is any poſhbility of 
their error, who are confident that the Spirit of 
God does perſonally dwell in them , thar it leads 
them into all Truth, and docs immediately aſliſt 
them in rheir devotions with its diftates and infpi- 
rations. $0 that this, and nor the 0m8m08n-Prayer , 
is the Chimera, yer none know what it is, nor wherein 
the power of it does conſiſt, nor in whom rehde. I an 
jure thoſe pretend moſt to it that are deſtitute of 
all intellectual and moral accompliſhments; it bcin 
a queſtion not very eaſy to be determined, whether 
ignorance in their minds, or viciouſneſs in their lives 
be moſt predominant. 

Ler Ozen and his whole Gang of Independency 
joyn their forces with him, and tell you one Cha- 
racteriſtick Note, in which their praying by the 

| Spirit 
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Spirit differs from that which is fo particularly ſpo- 
ken of by the learned Dr. Caſaubor in his excellent 
Treatiſe of Enthuſiaſm, concerning Hacker who was 
executed for blaſphemy in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth and Ignatius Loyola, the Founder of that 
bleſſed Brotherhood of the Jeſuits. I am ſure all 
Writers, that eyer I yer met with who ſpeak of the 
Ruach Hakkoaeſh , of the holy ſpirit and its inſpira- 
tions, tell us, That it eyer rook up its refidence 
in the ſuperivur purer faculties of the Soul, thar ir 
never actcd only upon the Fancy or imagination , 


that irs cfte&ts were allwayes as ſerene and calm as 


the upper Region, that its dictates were ever the 
principles of ſober Wiſdom, of purc and unſpotred 
piety and virtue, ſuch as tended ro the Honour of 
God and good of Mankind. 

Bur as for Enthuſiaſtick Seftarics, they are men 
generally of illiterate minds , unpoliſhed manners 
and hearts full fraught with malice, impatience, dif- 


content, pride , vain-glory and all thoſe mental vi-- 


ces, which render them the Incendiaries of humanc 
Societics , and declare rhem to any ſober perſon to 
be rather inſpired by the Devil, than rhe Holy 
Ghoſt, God blefled for ever. This I am nor affraid 
ro tell you, although the Dodor would not have 
thoſe ro be * accounted Chriſtians, that contemn 
the ſpirit in thele kind of perſons, and tell rhem of 
their Non-fence. 


And if I may uſe the Do#ors own words , I will 


for once zake leave to ſay what is upon my hcart, and 
what (the Lord aſſiſting) 1 ſhall endeavour to make good 
againſt the whole Yyorld of Enthuſiaſts, viz. T hat this 

H z princi- 
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principle of praying by rhe Spirir, will cut the Throar 
of all Government ; That no Lays arc able to ſtand 
againſt irs aflaulrs and batteries, there being no man- 
ner of ſecurity for that Socicty, where ir docs pre- 
vail: That when the Fire was at its height at Loz- 
don, it was tame and merciful in compariſon of a 
Sectary armed with power and pretences of the 
ſpirit : That our Natural Bodies may as well thrive 
in a Feaver, and be art caſe upon a Rack , as Chri- 
{tianiry proſper under Entbuſraſm : That praying by 
the ſpirit leads to it : And that ro any rational im- 
partial Heathen, cMahometiſm would appear to have 
as much of reaſon and effential goodneſs in it, as 
Chriſtianity when conducted and pradtiſed by rhe 
fecrer whiſpers and impulſes of the ſpirit, in every 
one who has ſo much confidence as to pretend unto 
It. 

And yer Sir, I ſhall not preſume ro make any 
of theſe things good, as the Dodor does his aflerti- 
- on, from the Revelation. I have more modeſty than 
ro affirm that any part of that myſterious Book makes 
a diſcovery of any of thoſe forementionedHyport he- 
ſes. « For Renowned Hr. Hales znforms me, that the 
Cncients ( who certainly knew as well how to expound 
it as Dr. Owen ) ſeemed to have made a Religion pot 
to medale with it , and thought it muck better to ad- 
mire it with ſilence, than to adventure to expound it : 
1_Apd therefore among their labours in expoſition of Scri- 
prure, ſcarcely 3s there any one found that has toucht it. 
But Our Age has taken better heart : And ſcarcely any 
exe is there, Wha has. entertained a good conceit of their. 
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92 abilities, but he bas taken that Book as a fit aren- 
ment to ſpend his pains on. | 

And becauſe you fhould not harbour any hard 
.choughts of me, as if by the preceeding Afﬀections, 
I were of the opinion of Mr. Hobbs, who will by 
all means have the notion of a ſpirit to imply a con- 
rradiction, and denyes its workings upon the Souls 
of men; I ſhall acquaint you whar I apprehend of 
it in the words of that brave man before mentioned, 
which are fo full, rational and fatisfaftory, that they 
are not lyable to the juſt exceptions either of - 
theift or Enthuſiaſt. I ſhall tranſcribe them at large, 
and they are t: eſe rhat follow. 

©As for thoſe marvellous Diſcourſes of ſome , 
<framed upon preſumption of the Spirits help in pri- 
Cyate, in judging or interpreting of difficult places 
«of Scripture, I muſt needs confeſs that I haye often 
© wondred. at the boldneſs of them. The Spirit is a 
©thing of dark and ſecret operation , the manner of 
cjr none Can deſcry. As underminers are never 
« ſcen rill they haye wrought rheir purpoſe; ſo the 
« ſpirit is never perceived bur by its effects. The 
« effects of rhe ſpirir ( as far as they concern know- 
< ledge and inſtruction) are not particular informati- 
<on for reſolution of ' any doubtful cafe ( for this 
« were plain Reyelation) bur as the Ange! which 
« was ſent unto Cornelis, informs him nor, bur ſends 
<him to Peter to School: So the Spirit teaches nor, 
« bur ſtirrs up in us a deſire tolearn ; Deſire to learn 
© makes us thirſt afrer means : And pious ſedulity and 
« carefulneſs makes us watchful in the choice, and 


«diligent in the uſe of our means. The promiſe i 
: ; <rhe 
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*the Apoſtles of the ſpirit, which ſhould lead them 
<into all rructh, was made guod unto them by private 
© and ſecret informing their underſtandings, with the 
* knowledge of high and heavenly Myſteries, which 


© as yet had never centred into the conceit of any 


* man. The ſame promiſe is made to us, bur ful- 
© filled after another manner. For what was writ- 
© ren by Revyclation in their Hearts, for our inſtru- 
* (tion have they written in their Books. To us for 
© information, otherwiſe than our of Books, the 
* Spirit ſpeaks not. When the Spirit regenerartes a 
©* man, it infuſes no knowledge of any point of faith, 
* bur fends him to the Church and to the Scrip- 
* tures. When ir ſtirrs him up to the newnels of 
© life, it cxhibits not unto him an inventory of his 
< Sins , as hithcrro unknown; bur cither ſuppolſcs 
< them known in the Law of Nature, of which no 
* man can be ignorant; or ſends him :to learn them 
< from the Mouth of his Teachers. More than this 
© in the ordinary proceeding of the Holy Spiric, in 
* matter of inſtruction, I yet could never deſire. So 
* that to ſpeak of the help of the Spirit in private , 
« cither in dijudicating or interpreting Scripture, is 
©ro ſpeak they know not what. Which I do the ra- 
cher note ; Firſt, becauſe by. experience we have 
© learnt, how apt men are to call their private con- 
© ceits, the Spirit : And again, becaulc it is the ſpe- 
«cial error, with which St. 41/7 long .ago charg- 
* ed this kind of men. Tanto ſunt ad ſeditionem fa- 
© ciliores, quanao ſibi videntur ſpiritu excellere. By lo 
©much the morc prone are they to kindle Schiſm 
< and contention in the 'Church, by how much they 


ſeem 
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«{cem ro themſelyes ro be endued with a more 
© eminent meaſure of the Spirit than their Breth- 
© ren. 

] never yet met with more Truth and Reaſon 
in any Author, who would undertake to explain the 
Offices and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, than in 
the Words of that great Scholar and Divine. They 
are ſo full, ſafe, and ſatisfactory, that they do nor 
expole cither private Chriſtians tro tne impoſtures 
and deluſions of the Evil Spirit, nor the Chriſtian 
Religion to the ſcorn and derifion of ,Azheifts, nor 
Chriſtian Societics to thoſe Schiſms, confuſions and 
feditions Whic1 will bury. all Order and. Govern- 
ment in the Duſt. Bur all theſe miſchicfs arc na- 
turally. efteted by the modern way of pretending ro 
and praying by the Spirit, I would inſiſt a little 
longer upon this Argument, had not the Author of 
the Friendly Debates (aved me a labour. x 

All that I ſhall farther ſay to it is, that it una- 

 voidably leads perſons infefted with it, to the Gulf 
and dotages of Enthuſiaſm - And that not only 
perſons unſtable and ignorant in the principles of 
Religion , bur thoſe that haye their minds beauti- 
tyed with great meaſures of Tearning and know- 
ledge. If you pleaſe I will try this experiment in 
Dr. 01 ez, who was either a down-right Enthuſiaſt 
himſelf, or which is worſe, he endeayourcd ro-make 
others ſo. Read his own words ; © Where is the xben-Ezer. 
«God of CHMarſtorn-HMoeore, and the God of Naſeby, © '3: 
<js an acceptable expoltulation in a Gloomy-Day. 
© O what a Catalogue of Mercics has this Nation 
*to plead by in a time of Trouble! God came from. 


* Naſeby,. 
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© Naſeby, and the Holy one from the Weſt : Selah : 
© His glory covered the Heavens, and the Earth 
* was full of his praiſe. He went forth in the 
© North, and in the Eaſt he did not with hold his 
© Hand. «A47d after, * He that is called to ſerye 
* Providence in high things, withour ſome eſpecial 
* diſcovery of God, works in the dark, and knows 
*not whither he goes, nor what he doth. Clear 
© ſhining from God, mult be art the bottom of deep 
© labouring wich God. Whar is the reaſon thar to 
© many in our daycs, ſer their Hands to the Plow, 
*and look back again? Begin to ſerve Providence 
© in great things bur cannot finiſh? Give over in the 
© heat of the day! They never had any ſuch Reve- 
© Jation of the mind of: God upon their Spirics, ſuch 
© a diſcovery of his excellencies as might ſerve for 
< a bottom of ſuch undertakings. Men muſt know 
* that if God has nor appcared to them in bright- 
© neſs, and ſhewed them rhe Horns in his Hand hid 
©from others, they will deny God twice or thrice , 
© before the cloſe of the work of this Age. If you 
© have no great diſcoycries, you will wax vain in 
© oreat, undertakings, Now workings on old bot- 
© toms, are like new Wine in old Bottles, both are 


© ſpoiled and loſt. * Ler new Light be derided 


© wiillt men pleaſe, he will never ſerve the Will of ke 


« God in his generition, who ſees not beyond the 
« line of foregoing ages, And Dr. Oxex had ſuch a 
Diſcovery of the Counſel of Heaven made to him, 
that he told the Rump not only of fomec {ingle per- 
ſons thar were ro be devoted tro deſtruttion , bur 
of a whole Nation together, wis. Ireland. Thele 
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are his own words; Of how many Congregations itt 51df of prom. 
this Nation , may the Prayers, Tears, and ſupplica- & ſinfuln. 
trons for the carrying 0n of the work of God in Ireland dg YE 0 OE 
he written with the lines of emptineſs? --—-- How many | 
chat began with the Lora in that work, did never ſa- 
crifice at the ,/ltar of Jehova-Niſſi : Wor conſidered 
that the Lord hath ſworn to have YVar With ſuch ama- 
lekites as are there from Generation to Generation? 
Exod. 17. 15, 16. They have forgotten that Ireland was 
the firſt of the Nations that laid wait for the Blood of 
Gods people , and therefore their Latter end ſhall be to 
periſh for ever, Numb. 24. 20. He had a great deal 
more tenderneſs for thoſe which he calls his * Xins- * gods prej; 
folks in the fleſh , namely YYales, where he laments, »ith bir 
that xothine will ſerve ſome of thers but their old Road P _ No 
of begzarly Readers in every Pariſh. TY: 
And now Sir, If whar I have alrcady written be 
not ſufficient to alter your Opinion concerning this 
Docfer, I muſt cntreat you in the laſt place to per- 
ww*Ic thc 34. Chapter of his Boox againſt thc Sociniars 
Biddle ; Where you will meet with ſuch impious 
paſſages of his pen againſt the prayer of our Lord 
and Saviour, that 1 think many Jews and nfidels 
have been much more modeſt in blaſpheming of 
his perſon. For he does not only tell us, That 
there is no promiſe of acceptation annexed to the ſaying of 
that prayer, and that the uſing of that form. does delude 
and harden innumerable poor Son!s; but that it is a 
charm or kind of Witchcraft iz Gods worj»ip, nay 
that it confirms many in their Atheiſtical blaſpheming of 
Gods ſpirit, and that the repetition of it s in plain terms 
ridiculoies. 


I Sir, 
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Sir, I appeal to your reaſon, whether Over in 
theſe words has not done more diſhonor to Chriſt 
in thus vilifying and blaſpheming of his prayer, than 
ever he has or can bring honor to his perſon in the 
vindication of his Deity. And I may boldly fay, 
that unleſs ir were Hacker, Nezlor, or that vile perſon 
who not many years ſince belched out from a Bal- 
cony (uch indignities againſt the Saviour of his Soul, 
there was ever any of this Zrg/i/b Nation guilty of 
greater blaſphemy againit the ſecond perſon of the 
Sacred Trinity as the Dodor I now write of. But 
I hope what you have already read, will not only 
make you bur all perſons wary and cautious in con- 
verſing with his writings, and alſo fatisfyed concern- 
ing the goodneſs of the Commen-Prajer, ſince he 
throwes no- more dirt upon that, than he docs upon k 
the prayer of Chriſt himſelf. 

Being now almoſt come to the concluſion of * _ 
my Letter, I mnſt remind you of your promiſe -»4 Wt 
that is the concealment of my name. And 177g al} 
1] have ſo great experience of the goodneſs of your Wconce 
nature and the honeſty of your principles, that I im} IN 
verily believe you have a greater reverence for your Uh ace 
word than Dr. Owe has for his Oath. And there=- inane 
fore I need not tell you that I have diſplayed a per- | 
ſon, who is not I2norti & 0b/curi nominis, one like my 
| felf, cloiſtered in obſcurity, known ro few, and ene- 
my to no man. Bur I haye written concerning him 
who is the Prizce, the Oracle, the Metropolitan of 
Independency, the CAdchitophel of Oliver Cromwell, or 
which is more than all, concerning John Owen D.D.. 


A Servant of Teſjs Chriſt in the. PVork of the Goſpel ; 
| and 
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and that in the ſame ſence as the innocent | meek 
and devout Chriſtian is the Servant of the Devil 
in the Work and Vaſlallage of Sin. And by ap- 
7 ranG againſt this Goliah, I exaſperate a party of 

en as ſubtle, bloody and malicious, as eyer yet 
aroſe in the Chriſtian Church. You know what I 
rold you art our laſt meeting, namely, That the con- 
formable Clergy (and thoſe roo who will defy all 
the World ro rax them with the leaſt inſobriety , 
negligence or ill manners ) were abuſed upon the 
publick Roads, and in the open ſtreets, and thar 


ſome Papiſts before this laſt A&F# againſs Conventicles . 


did joyn with the 1zdepexdents, and threatned an in- 
ſurrection, if they might nor be allowed Liberty of 
Conſcience. So thar if the times had turned , as 
was expected, I looked for no more mercy from 
the Congregational Saints in England, than the re- 


f nowned Morntroſs (pardon the compariſon ) found 
0 RY Siints of Scor/apd. You ſce then 
CE . ral principle of ſclf-preſeryation prompts 


me to the concealment of my name. 
If any perſon be inquiſitive to know me, I ſhall 
ive him this account of my ſelf, fo far as concerns 
the ſubject marter of this paper, v2F.. Thar although I 
ſucked Loyalty rogether with my Mothers Milk, and 
loved the King and Biſhops before. I knew what cither 
meant, yet when I was able in ſome meaſure ro 
givc an account of the reaſon of my Faith, and thar 
both as to the Dodrine and Diſcipline of the 
Church, I was ever { and am (o ſtill) againſt rhe 
inflicting of any ſharp penaltics upon thoſe that dif- 
fer from us in matters of Religion, unleſs they did 
7 I 2 oppoſe 
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oppofe morality, endanger Government, and the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſelt. 

I think all. three were not long ſince in as great 
danger, as //aac was when he had the Knife art his 
Fhroar. Bur bleſſed. be that merciful and wiſe Pro- 
vidence that has done fo much towards the preven- 
tion of our Ruine, in making His Majeſty and His 
Great Counſel of Parliament inſtrumental to rebuke 
that Enthuſiaftick Oveniſtical Spirit, which was likely 
ro infe&t and deſtroy the whole Nartion. 

Think nor the laſt words ſtrange. For if they 
had been accounted the beſt, nay tie only Chriſti- 
ans, who did not only ſeparate from. the Church , 
bur account it unlawful ro call any publick- place of 
lawful Aſſembly by that name ; it. thoſe had been 
cſteemed the only. knowing: Saints, who are as ſor- 
tiſhly ignorant. in the concerns of Religion, as ever 
any of our Anceſtors were in the darkeſt times of 
Popery : If the bold Hands of c,. Wilks 
been ſtill permitted ro. have: ſcatrerea uM 
to have oppoſed the eſtabliſhed Religion, ro have 
affronted. it with- their numerous. Conventicles, 
when, where-and as many as they had pleaſed, to 
have diſhonoured it by making Farmers, Millers, 
Coblers, and the loweft of the people its Miniſters 
and Attendants , certainly Chriſtianity in this King- 
dom had: been as ſhort livd, as Monarchy would 
have been in. the State ,. and Epiſcopacy in. the 
Church. | _ | 

I could now for a Concluſion of this Letter, 

reſent you with many methods, that have been 
uſed of late by all torts. of. SeQtaries , eſpecially De 
' | : Ins '5J 
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Independents, by which their FaQtion might thrive , 
and grow numerous , and: the Honour of His Ma- 
jeltics Government and the Ergli/h Church might 
' be weained and ceclipſed. I will preſent you with 
one inſtance becaule it does fo nearly reſemble the 
policy of the Papiſts. Sir Edzyn Sandys 11: that ex- 
cellent Tract of his called Europe Speculum , ſpeak- 
ing ot that baſe, and vain device of the Papiſts , * 
inventing ana ſpreading falſe news in favour of their Re- 
lizion, tells us amonglt many other Storys, that whilſt 
he was in 1taty, . There came ſolemn news that Beza drawing 
towards his Death, had in full Senate at Geneva, reca#ted 
his Religion, exhorting them if they had care to ſave their 
ſouls, to ſeth reconciliation with the Catholick Church, 
and to ſend for the Jeſuits to inſkrutt them &c. Juſt 
\uch another ſtory the SeCtaries invented of a loyal 
Gentleman , one Major Wild of YPorcefter,. who de- 
parted this lite the laſt January. Sir,. you. muſt know 
tro his immortal houres, that he would not be brib'd 
by a Secary ro let the penal Laws lye dormeart, 
but had a more tender regard to. the diſcharge of. 

is duty by obſerving of his Oath, than the preſer- 
ving of his Eſtate. in courting of their kindneſs a- 
gainſt the next change of Government. Bur fo: foon 
as it pleaſed God to: deprive his Country of ſo active 
an Inſtrument of its ſettlement and peace, the Se- 
Qarics had preſently this lye in their Mouths; . that he 
had declared as great penitence for. his :proceedings 
againſt rhſe Godly people, as ever St. Paul di d for. 
his perſecuting of the Church; that it God would 
be pleaſed ro ſpare his life., he would nor . only lay 


down. his Commillion , and torbear ating. for. the 
: Lime. 


(62) 


time to come, but declare to tne World his hearty 
ſorrow for what he had done in the time paſt. 
This and much more was publiſhed in many Mar- 
kers and Conventicles of YYorceſter-ſhire and the ad- 
jacent Countries, to the unſpeakable comfort of the 
Holy Brother-hood and Siiter-hood. And Thanks- 
givings were returned to Heaven firſt for his death, 
and then for his Converſion. Bur the Reverend 
Dean of Yhorceſfer, Mr. Tayi/or Miniſter, and Mr. 
John Aly Gentleman of that Loyal Czzy arreſt the 
quire contrary, namely, That ir is a meer forgery 
and ſlander invented by the Sefaries, that never 
any Soul lefr a Body, which retained a more firm 
Loyalty to its Prince, and a greater reverence and 
love to the Ergli/b Church than his did, and thar 
one great Argument which yeilded him comfort 
upon his departing bed, was a fcrious reflection 
upon the zealous and faithful diſcharge of his duty 
unto borh. Bur ir ſeems now that the Carholick 
Cauſe and the good Old Canſe are convertible, and 
any lye is lawtul which tends to the promotion. of 
cirher. 

I could fill a whole Volume with inſtances of 
rhis nature, but I hope what I haye already written 
will rectify your Judgment and open your Eyes to 
ſee that the Oxeniffs are no Changlings, declaring 
rhemſelves only to be pardoned into freſh Treaſors, 
and indemnifyed into new Rebellions. Indulgen- 
ces and Accommodations are bur as Spiders Webbs 
which ſuch yenemous buzzing inſets would preſent- 
ly break through , and as Truces to an old Enemy, 
who would preſently rally up his forces and improve 

tis 
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his Hoſtilities. So thar if the Authority of this Z#- 
gliſh Nation had forgor the Exgl5/b Rebellion, and 
had permitted it ſelf ro be cully'd and cheared by the 
bafled prerences of Conſcience and Reformation, 
it i:ad not only fallen ſcorn'd by its enemics , bur 
unpitty d by its friends, and that as a Martyr to its 
own Fondneſs and a Sacrifice to its own Credu- 
lity. 

y If this be not ſufficient to alter your Opinion 
concerning Dr. Ower, your commands may engage 
me to give you a farther ſatisfation, for I ſhall be 
eycr ready to approve my ſelf 


vIr, 


Tour moſt affectionate and 
ready Servant 
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P OST SCRIPT. 


To the Worthy Author of that Late 
| Of 


Eccleſiaſtical Polity. 


Sr, | 

| c World has long expected your reply unto 
that Author, who not Jong fince appeared 
againſt your Eccleſiaſtical Polity : Whom the 
matter of the Book it ſelf , the manner of its writ- 
ing, the confeſſion of Sefaries, and the voice of 
all parties declare ro be Dr, 0»ex. A perſon, whom 
in the prececding pages I have endeayourcd to make 
known more to himſelf than ro his Friend, who 
eſteemed him to be as infallible in his dictates and 
writings, as ever any blind Papiſt did the Pope, 

when he talked ex Cartheara. 
i The Truch is when I firſt read your Bovuk and . 
thers of the Thoſe * two other Gentlemen, who rogether with 
hong —— your ſelt have ſo ſucceſsfully appcarcd in the defence 
Tube Of the Engliſh Church, I concluded that nothing was 
Toleratiomn Wanting 1n your writings but your names , that all 
Diſcſed, good Chriſtians and good Subjects, mig*r pay you 
as much reſpect for your learning and merits, as 
hc 
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the Settaries do railing and reproaches. But yor 
muſt allow this kind of Creatures a liberty to ſnarl 
though they cannot bite. And indeed they may 
with as mnch -caſe recall the confuſion of Tongues, 
and make all Nations of one Language, as return 
one word of a rational anſwer to any of your learn- 
ed labours. All that have hitherto appeared againſt 
any of you, have been ſuch Thick-ſcull'd Scriblers , 
that the very Faxaticks themſelves ought ro thruſt 
them out of their Synagogues, becauſe of thoſe 
craZy,. lame and diſeaſed anſwers, wv hich they have - 
returned to your Arguments. Next to the Papiſts 
never cauſe was ſo triumphed oycr as is that of the 
Sectaries : SO that if their Tongues had been able 
to do no more miſchief than their pens, there had 
becn little need of the laſt 14 of Parliament : For 
their Copverricles would have been as empty of Au-* 
dirors, as they were of Reaſon and Divinity. 

Bur it was high time for Authority to intcer- 
poſe its power by enacting of that braye Law. For 
the SeRaries began not only to trample upun the 
Kings mercy and clemency, bur to upbraid and de- 
ride it, nay to defy and ſcare him with their mul- 
tirudes. You cannot imagine how many of the 
Country-Coridons, as well as the finical ſpruce Citi- 
Zens were preached our of the deadly fin of Ale- 
grance into the reelical flare of Rebellion; how 
many Saints were liſtcd for the Field, and how their 
whole Rubrick was writ in blood, and nothing was 
wanting bur a Lambert or a Ludloes, to lead out their 
ſeveral Aflemblics, and make one general Comverzicle 
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I have ftudiouſly declined the returning of the 
leaſt reply. ro an» of the DoGtors Conſiderations upon 
your Book. . For I would neither injure the Caule, 
which you are to vindicate, by a weak defence, 
nor diſappoint thoſe whoſe deſires you are to fatis- 
fy, by dcpriving them of your learned labours. All 
that I can perceive in this anſwer, is, that he has 
endeavoured to manage the concerns of a Faction, 
_ rather rhan of Truth and Peace, and fo has acted 
more the part of a Sophiſter than a Divinc. For I 
never read any one of reputed Learning, * who did 
more mangle and miſtake Arguments, pervert ſence 
and overlook the whole ſtate of the Controverſy, as 
your Aztazoni/t does in his whole Treatiſe. But you 
know it is the property of ſome ill-natur'd Animals, 
not only to lick up their own Vomits , but to bark 
® and be angry with the light. 

Yer though the Do#or has been .fo defective 
in his Reaſonings, I] will aflure you he exceeded 
you in his Polirticks; For he fo ordered his matters, 
that ſome Members of Parliament had his Books by 
unknown Hands laid in their lodgings, whilſt rhey 
were bulicd in attending the concerns of their King 
and Country ; thinking that if they would not be ar 
the expence of ſo much money, as ro purchaſe 
them of his Beo#ſeller, yer they might venture the 
loſs of ſo. much time, as to give the Dodors Books 
a reading, when the Dogor was ſo kind to give 
them his Books.. But I know your Soul to be more 
generous, than to make uſe of any unworthy pro- 
zets, though they were tv compaſs eyen a lawful. 
end. The Romaps denycd thoſe Corals a Triumph, 

 thar 
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that conquered their Enemics by Arts wicked and 
unjuſt. And certainly it would have leſſened the 
glory of your Pen, it the cauſe of Truth, Loyalty 
and Peace undertaken by you, had been polluted 
by ſuch pittiful and ſordid ſhifts. Theſe are thoſc 
Atrrachives in your Books , that will allure the 
pooreſt Scholar ro purchaſe them at the dcareſt 
rates. Let therefore the Owerifts and the reſt of 
the.vons of Corah by ſuch merhods make their cauſe 
as infamous in the management of it, as it is wick- 
cd and vile in its own nature. 

But that which I chiefly intend in this. Po/{/cripz 
is to'{ſhew you, that Dr. Owez has been as great a 
VFVeather-Cock in his principles about Government . 
Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, as he has 
been a Rebel to his King in his Loyalty and _/e- 
france. 

For when he was Presbyrer John who more a- 
gainſt Toleration than your © #xtagoniſ?. Read his 
Countrey Eſſay for the prattice of Church Government , 
and * there you will find hoy he aflerts what he 
conceiyes to be certatnly rruc in this point. And he 
hays down theſe tv o following poſitions. 7. © Thar 
< Herefies and crrors ought not to be rolerared : 
«rhat is, men ought nor to connive at, or comply 
©with. thoſe wayes and opinions, which they are 
© convinced to be falſe, crroneous , contrary tO 
«ſound Dottrine, and that form. of wholeſome 
<yords, Which: is delivered to us -—- : Eſpecially if 
« crcdibly ſuppoſed to ſhake any fundamenrals of rhe 
«Common Faith ; but with all their ſtrengrh and 
« abilities, in all lawful wayes, upon every juſt call, 

2 ro 
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©to oppoſe, ſuppreſs and overthrow them, to root 
© chem up and caſt them our, that they may not as nox- 
* jous W eeds and Tares overgrow and choak the good: 
* Corn, among(t which they are covertly ſcattered : 
© All predictrions of falſe Chriſts, falſe Prophets, falſe 
© Teachers, ro come, to be avoided. all cautions to 
©try Spirits, to avoid Hereticks, beware of Sedu- 
*cers, kecp cloſe ro the Truth received, ſo hath. 
< the Dodrine of Nicolaitans — : Ihe Epithites 
* oiven to, and deſcriptions made of Hereſics , that. 
* they are pernicious, damnable, cankers,, works of 
© the fleſh and the like, are all incitations. and. en- 
* couragements, for the applying of. all expedient: 
© means, for the taking our of thc way theſe ſtum- 
© bling Blocks. ———. 2. That any Doctrine tend- 
<ing undeniably in irs own nature ( and not by ſtrain- 


*ed conſequences ) to the diſturbance of the Civil. 


« ſtare, may be ſuppreſſed by all ſuch means, as are 
< lawfully ro be: uſed, for the conſeryation of the 
© peace and fafery of that. ſtare -——-. And there- 
© fore they whole Faith is Faction, and whoſe Reli- 
< ojon is Rebellion, I mean the Jeſuits and Jeſuirical 
« Papiſts, ſome of the Articles of whole. Creeds are 
© dire&tly repugnant to the ſafety, yea being of Com+ 
©mmonyealths, wherein themſelves and men of their 
©own perſwaſion, do. not domineer and rule, may 
© be proceeded againſt by them., who-bear. nor the 
« Sword in vain. The like may be faid of men ſe- 
« dirious under any pretences whatſoeyer, like the 

* Anabapriſts ar Munſter. | 
Bur abour two years after when I»dependency 
nad, diſmounted Presbytery, and the Dotfors ſpiritual 
Refreſher, 
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Refreſher , Oliver Cromwell. gas to be ſeated in his 
Fhrone : . And when this could not be effected bur 
by reviving old Hereſies, raiſing new Schiſms, and 
ferting up: of new Faftions, that ſo the party might 
unite into. a Body to ſupport his power and Fy- 
ranny, then the Dodor preaches and. writes that a 
fpiricual liberty may be granted every Perſon and 
Set, unleſs it were thoſe who continued loyal 
ro their lawful King, and true to their Mother- 
Church. 

He Writes a whole Tra& for Tolcration 2 
which he annexes to the Sermon that he preached 
the day immediately afrer the Kings Death. And 
in that he rells the Rumpers, * That error has us * pag. 63. 
much right to. a forceable defence as Trath * That there * p+ 86.47: 
& no Fudge in caſe of Hereſy as a thine civilly crimi- 
nal. For the ſecular HMariſtrate is not entruſted with 
ſuch a power to Judge What 4s. Hereſy or error, or What 
is not, and it ts wile, ſordid, nttwarrantable and ex- 
ceeding unworthy of a rational man ,. much more ſuch as 
are ſet over the people of the land, that the [ame per- 
ſons muſt determine the cauſe and appoint the Puniſh - 
ment. or proceed to puniſhment upon others Juaging of 
the fault. * And becauſe St. Paul ſayes there muſt 
be Hereſies for the manifeſting of thoſe that are approv- 
ed, therefore the Goſpel in caſe of error or Hereſy ſeems 
not t0 favour any conrſe of wiolence, 1 mean of cuil 
penalties. He quite invalidates ye * plea for the pu- *p. it-- 
niſhment of erring perſons, taken from the pexal confit- 
zutions under the old T. againſt Idelaters, He * grants "G1, 
that there were Laws enacted of old by Zheodofrrer, 


Palentinian, Martin, Which. provide (lomc of them, 
| OY 
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for the Death of Seducers, yet I can look upon them 


( ſayes he ) no otheruiſe, but as the wery bottom ſtones 
of the Tower of Babel. 


Bur this Dodor ( Dutchman like ) could Sail with 
every Wind : And therefore when the Quakers 
would come inrv St. Mares Church in Oxford, and 
there pur on their Hats at his Prayer, as he did his 
Beaver at faying of the Lords Prayer : When Oliver 
knew not what to do with the Fattions he had 
made, but that each of them {ingly raken had lo 
muc'iz confidence it not ſtrength as ro oppoſe and 
confront iim in his Government; then this peſt of 
the Age took his Text from Crommwel!s Counlel-Ta- 
ble, and Prozews-like , afſumes that ſhape which was 
moſt proficable and conducing to. his Maſters ends : 
And therefore notwithſtanding his zeal in 1648. yer 
before 1652. he altered his Mind. 7 eo tant conſulia 
quod ſibi conducere putar. In one of the Olivarian 
Parliaments he thus proclaims their Duty about To- 
terarion. <« Ir 1s well known whar a truſt by Gods own 


© appointment there was . inveſted in the Rulers, 


© Judges, Kings and Magiſtrates of the Judaical ſtate 

<and Church under the O. 7. in referencc to. the 

* wayes and Worſhip of God: The proſecution and 

© execution of the Laws of God , concerning. his 

© Houſe and Service being commitred ro them ; fur- 
<ther when rhey fai hfully diſcharged their Truit, 

< promoting the Worfhip of God according to his in- 

« ſtitutions, Encouraging, ſupporting , dirc-ting, re- 

« proving others, ro whom the immetiare' and pe- 

«© euliar adminiſtration of. things facred were com- 
<mitred, deſtroving , removing what cycr was an 

© abomina- 
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<abomination ro the Lord, it was well with the 
* whole people and Church, they flouriſhed in peacc, 
* and the Lord delighted in them - --- : And on the 
© other {1de, their neglect in tae diſcharge of rheir 
* duty was then commonly attended with the Apo- 
*{tacy of the whole Church, and great breakings 
* forth of the indignation of the Lord. C424 agazzs 
** The Lord hath promiſed, that the Magiſtrates 
* whom he will give, owne and bleſs, ſhall pur forth 
*rheir Power and Act in that capacity , whercin he 
© hath placed you in the World. For the good , 
« furtherance, prcſp:rity of tae truth and Churc\ of 
* Chriſt; they thall prore& them with their power , 
<feed them with their ſubſtance, adorn them 'with 
© their favour, and the priviledges wherewith they 
*are intruſted : I hey ſhall break their forcibly op- 
© preſling adverſaries -— . *Agarn, Ir (1. c. the Gol- 
*pel ) will intereſt any people in all rhe promiſes, 
« that are made for the uſing of the Church, to 
«threſh, break, deſtroy, burthen, fire, conſume and 
«ſlay the Enemies thereof - - . * Aeazy, it isthe 
«duty of Magiſtrates to ſeek the good, peace and 
© proſperity of the people cotnmitted to their charg, 
<and to prevent, obviate, remove, take away every 


* pag. 44+. 


* p28, 47s. 
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©thing thar will bring confuſion, deſtruction, and 


« deſoJation upon them. And in the following page; 
© the. things that are oppoſite to the good of any- 


< Nati.-n are of two ſorts. 1. Such as are really , 
« directly, and immediately oppoſed to that ſtate 


«and condition, wherein they cloſe rogether and. 
«find proſperity. In general, ſeditions,tumults, dil- 


« orders; in particular yiolent or fraudulent breakings 
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©-in upon the reſpeive deſigned bounds, priviledges, 
* enjoyments of ſingular perſons —- .” If Rulers 
* were Athciſts, yet fuch evils as theſe tending to 
*-their diflolution they would with all their ſtrengrh 
*labour to 'preyent, either by watching againſt their 
* Commiſſion, or infliting vengeance on them that 
© commit them 2. Such as are morally and 
© meritoriouſly oppoſed to their good and welfare , 
*in that they will certainly pluck down the Judg- 
*ments and Wrath of God upon that Nation or 
People, where they are prattiſed, and allowed----- 
© The ſole reaſon why ( i. e. Magiſtrates ) ſhearh rhe 
<Sword of Juſtice in the Bowels of Murtherers , 
© Thieves, Adulterers, is not becauſe their outyard 
* peace is aftuaily difturbed by them Bur 
«principally becauſe he in whoſe ſtead they ſtand---- 
*15 provoked by fuch wickedneſs ro deſtroy both 
© the one and the other : And if there be the ſame 
© reaſon to be evidenced concerning other things , 
* they alſo call for the ſame procedure. When he 
had told his Auditors this, and much more, he 
concludes his Sermon with theſe three direQtions. 
*1. L*bour to be fully perſwaded in your own minds, 
* that you be not carried about vvith eyery Wind---- 
it is a ſad condition, when men have no zeal for 
@rrurh, nor againſt that which is oppoſite WE 9A 
* whatever they ſeem to profels . This 1s the 
proper condition of them- yvhom God vvill ſpew 
© our-of his Mouth. 2. Know that crror and falſe- 
* hood have no Right or Title, either from God or 
« Man, unto any priviledge, proteQtion, advantage , 
<liberty, or any good thing you are intruſted wy 

* all; 
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«all; ro diſpoſe that unto a lye, which is the right 
© of and due to truth, is to deal treacherouſly with 
© him by whem you arc employed: All tenderneſs 
<and forbearance unto ſuch perſons as are infe&ed 
«< with ſuch abominations is ſolely upon a civil ac- 
count, and that plea which they have for rranqui- 
< lity , whilſt neither direQly nor morally they are 
« 2 diſturbance unto others. 3. Know that in things 
© of praQice, ſo of perſuaſion, that are impious and 
c wicked , cither in themielyes or their natural and 
< unconſtrained conſequences, the plea of cenſcience 
<is an aggrayation of their Crime : If mens Con- 
« ſciences are ſearcd, and themſelves given up to a 
«reprobate mind, ro do thoſe things that are not 
© convenicnt, there is no doubt bur they ought to 
© ſuffer ſuch things, as to ſach pradtices are deligned 
© and appointed. 

Sir, Theſe are ſome of the inconſiſtencies that 
I haye tranſcribed our of Owexs writings, fo far as 
they concern the controverſy between you and him. 
How he contradidts himſelt and overthrowes his 
own principles in his Truth and Innocence wvinaicated, 
I ſhall leave ro be examined by the care of your 
pen, Bur I hope you and every unprejudiced per- 
ſon will perceive by what I have done alrcady, thar 
there was no conſtancy in the very impierics of this 
perſon, bur thar he varied his villanies, even as he 
increaſed his guilts... When ever therefore you pleaſe 
ro undertake him, let me entreat you ro conſt 
der his diſtemper, namely, that the errors of his 
mind are become habitual. And you know per- 


haps who it was that ſaid, Yſound Minas are like 
6 L unſound 


(7%) | 
unſound Boaites, the more * 24 feed, the more you poyſor 
them. Good Sir therefore, deal with him as a Pa- 
reſy, as one whoſe Diſcaſes are ſullen and refra&to- 
ry, thtr acc very difficulty expelled; though perhaps 
they had an eaſy admiſſion. I do affure you he till 
endeavours to merit Heaven by a kind of Ceripe- 
riſtaſis, as you will perceive if you pleaſe to beſtow 
ſome of your precious Minutes in the peruſal of-the 
preceeding Letter. And fince the Dodor in one 
page of his Book gives you his word, that if you 
proceed in your tart way of writing , you ſhall not 
expet any farther oppoſition from his pen, ' let-me 
delire you notwithſtanding his former p:rjuries and 
perfideouſneſs, rhat you would for once rely upon 
his promiſe, For I would nor have :Scholars time 
waſted, nor any mans Soul endangered, by-peru- 
ſing any more of his Y:nazcarions, though he were 
as generous: to all his Readers, as he was to ſome 
before mentioned, viz. to beſtow them grazzs. Go 


on Sir, to heal the wounds, that Chriſtianity has re- 
ceived from SeCtaries , and eſpecially the O wernfs , 
and thereby you will oblige all loyers of true piety 


and: peace, and in particular 
Sir, 


aur moſt faithful and for ever: 


ae voted Servant 


Independent Chatechiſin: 


Made 1n imitation of 


DO ENS CATECHISM, 


At the end of his BOOK 


AGAINST 


M BIDDLE 


*7 Hat is Religion > 
| A. Worlhipping of God accord- 
ing to the Spirit. - 


Q. What 4s it to worſhip God ac- 
cording to the Spirit ? 
LL. To pray and a& by the inſpirations and di- 
Gates of the Spirir. | 
L 2 Q. But 
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Q. But are not imſpirations now ceaſed in the Church - 


of Chriſt ? 


A. No, there is an indwelling of the Spirit in all: 


rrue Believers. 
. Who are true Believers -? 


A. Thoſe that are for Liberty of Canſcience, and 


hate the Common-Prayer. 
Q. Yyhy are true Believers for Liberty of Conſct- 
ence? | 


A. Becauſe rhat cur off the Kings Head, and 


it was once hoped might haye done the ſame kind- 
neſs for this. 

Q.. Yhhy are true Believers ſo much againſt the Com- 
mon-Prayer ? 

A. There is. a probability clſc rhat the whole Na- 
tion would be in loye with ir. 

Q. YYhat danger us there in that? 
| 4. Much every way; for then England may be 
reduced to ſober apprehenſions of Religion and revye- 
rend thoughts of Authority. 

Q. Are true Believers then [o much againſt the pre- 
ſent Authority ? | 

4. Yes, for all Gods pcople arc holy, and the pre- 
fent Rulers take roo much upon them. 


Q. Do the preſent Rulers take more upon them, than 


zhoſe we had in the times paſ? 

A. Yes, for they forbid private meetings, and en- 
force men by penal Laws to- come to that Popiſh 
place called a Church. 


Q. May not the preſent Rulers as well forbid private 


meetings , 4s the former Rulers forbid the Common- 


Prayer ? 
BD A. No, 
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A. No, becauſe rhe Common-Prayer is full of I- | 
dolatry and Superſtition , bur no ſuch things are in 
any private Mectings.. - | 

Q. 1s zt wnlanful to call the place of Gods publick 
worſhip a Church ? 

A. Ycs, becauſe Gods people are only his Church. 

Q. 5ut Via not true Believers enforce men to take 
the Covenant, and after that the engagement ? Vhy 
may not tizen the preſent Rulers enforce men to cone 70- | 
Church ? | 

A: Thoſe were true Believers, but the preſent | 
Rulers are * Inbelieyers : Thoſe Oatks were for the 
extirpation of Monarchy , Popery and- Prelacy : Bur 
thoſe which arc called Churches were built by Pa- 
piſts, and abuſed by. them ro Idolatry and Superſti- | 
tion. 

Q. Many of the houſes of true Believers mere built 
by Papiſts, may not therefore true Believers preach and 
pray in them? 

A. They may pray their own prayers, for thbic 
ſanctity their houſes : Burt the Common-Prayer docs: | 
more and more pollute them. 

Q. Muſt no Authority be obeyed that ts unbelieving? 

A. No, unleſs it be for the Good Old Cauſe, and 
its appearing, for thar ſanCtifes and regenerates it: 
though wicked and unholy. 

Q. YYhat ix the Good Old Canſe ? 
| A. The pulling down of Monarchy and fetting up. 
| of a Common-wealth. 

Q. How may that be effected ? 
A. By creing an High Court of Juſticc. _ 
Qu: HoÞ. 
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Q. How may an High Court of Juſtice be erected ; 

A. By creating fears, jcalouſics, and diſcontents 
in the people, by telling them of the wickedneſs of 
the Court, the decay of Trade, the greatneſls.. of 
T axcs, the invaſion of their Liberties, &c. 

Q. Lrill that do the feat? 


A. * [is probable it will : For it will eithcr enrage 
the people into.a civil War, or keep them diſcon- 
rented againſt the chooſing of another Parliament. 

Q. But what then? 

A. They will chooſe ſuch Members as ſhall pick 
holes in the Kings Government, revile his perſon, 
rail at his Biſhops and evil Counſellors, raiſe a War; 
and then if they can, they will kill che King in the 
Field, if not, they will take Him Priſoner, and then 
murther Him upon a Scaftold ar his Gate. 


